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ject at the present session. I desire, therefore, | 
with the permission of the Senate, to express, || 
very briefly, my opinion. ‘The Senator from Vir- || 
inia, (Mr. Ancuer,] if I understood him aright, || 
d that he agreed with the memorialists; || 
that the laws ought to be so altered as to require | 
all native-born citizens of other countries, who 
come to reside among us, to remain disfranchised | 
for twenty-one years before they are allowed to be 
ized; and that, if no other Senator did so, 
he would, at the next session, introduce a bill for 
that purpose. 

Mr. ARCHER. Certainly, certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. Well, sir, I stand here utterly 

d to any such change of the laws to the pre- 
feaice of these people. 

Mr.BUCHANAN. Thatisright; thatis right. 

Mr. ALLEN. I shall oppose it, not only on 
the general ground of its manifest injustice and 
inhumanity towards these people, but also because 

‘nothing could tend more to exasperate the feelings 
of men, and to disturb that harmony which it is 
so desirable should subsist between all parts of 
our oe I can conceive of nothing more 
certainly calculated to excite hostility to our insti- 
tutions, in the very bosom of our country, than a 
measure which proposes to exclude from the ben- 
efitsand rights of citizenship thousands of honest, 
industrious,and upright men, who have quit their 
native land, because of the oppression which they 
there suffered, and sought freedom under our flag, 
which they areever ready to defend. Whensuch 
a measure shall be presented, I shall resist its 
adoptior: to the uttermost of my power. 

r. EVANS presented a similar memorial from 
citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
foran extension to twenty-one years of the period 
for naturalization; which was referred to the Ju- 
diciary Committee. ‘ 

Also, memorials from citizens of Prospect, 
Camden, Bucksport, Belfast, and Frankfort, 
Maine, remonstrating against the passage of the 
bill from the House erecting a new collection dis- 
trict on the Penobscot river; which were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from 
the Bank of the Metropolis, in the city of Wash- 
ington, praying that provision may be made for 
the adjustmene of their claim against the Post 
Office Department; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial 
from citizens of Ypsilanti, Michigan, against the 
ratification of the Texas treaty, and any plan for 
the annexation of that government to the United 
States, believing that such an act would involve 
this country in a war, which would be disastrous 
to its commerce, and would hazard the stability 
ofthe Union. And a similar remonstrance from 
Monroe, Michigan; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. RIVES presented a petition from citizens 
of Nelson minnie Virginia, remonstrating against 
any change in the existing tariff; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
praying thatthe naturalization laws may be altered 
80 as to extend the probationary period to twen- 
ty-one years; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from cer- 
tain residents of the county of Scott, Missouri, 
asking a preémption right to certain tracts of 

; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 
_ Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from cit- 
wens of the city and county of Philadelphia in 
favor of extending the probation of foreigners to 
twenty-one years before naturalization. 

Mr. B. said he was opposed to the oe of 

memorial; and adopted the remarks of the 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Aten] this morning, 


on this subject. He concurred fully with those , 
remarks 


Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial 
ata public meeting of the citizens of Bond county, 
Ulinais, on the subject of the termination of 
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Cumberland road on the Mississippi river; which || concur in the amendmets of the House. [The 
was ordered to lie on the table. amendments of the House strike out the third, 
NOTICES OF BILIS. | fourth, and sixth sections of the bill, which pro- 
Mr. ARCHER gave notice that he would, to- || — for ~ Det of 7} Missouri, the John 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to carry into || 48™s, and the Peacock. } 
effect the treaty between the United States and || The question was then put, and the amend- 
Portugal and the Metheslands . ', ments of the House were concurred in. 
Mr. McDUFFIE said it would be seen. from || , Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
. ' , i} 1 > 2 c r} 
the proceedings of the other House, that the bill || Judiciary, reported back, without amendment, 
which had passed the Senate for the recharter of || and with a recommendation that it do pass, the 
the banks of the District of Columbia, had been | —_ ae ae oo Duval. Pe 
finally disposed of. Looking to that fact alone, ||." ey See eee ee 
and without the suggestion of any human being || sions, made adverse reports (which were ordered 
im the Tikateiet. he felt 16 ta ‘be his eoleean duty, || 0 be printed) on the following bills from the 
’ es ae a ° oar al 
as a member exercising the power of legislation || 
over this District, to use his exertions to save the A bill for the relief of Uriah 1 y 
people from the terrible calamity which would || Al ‘il a - - Lief of Sherr ee eal 
result from the sudden withdrawal of the banking || /* DM for the relict of Sherman Fierce; an 


rivileges which they had been exercising. || A bill for the reliefof Susannah Warner, widow 
P 5 y of Lieutenant William Read. 


Perhaps there was no man in the United States . - : ; 
more deeply impressed with the importance of || Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 


| reported back, without amendment, and with a 


the great reform which was now in progress in || “~ Senile shinai H bills 
the systems of currency which prevailed in Eng- || "Commendation that they do pass, House bt 
. of the following titles: 


land and th ited States—in one c ies . 
© United States—in one for centuries, | An act for the relief of C. P. Sengstack; 


and in the other for more than half a century. . e 
He was a thorouch convert to the principe An act for the relief of Josiah Dillon, late as- 
5 : : ins 
recently avowed by Sir Robert Peel; and he took || ®!8tant quartermaster in the Army; and 
An act for the relicf of Margaret Dougherty. 


Seemann Se ony Sew, oe ne Tea end oF intimated || 1 sotion of Mr. MERRICA, the Commmlitbe 


fifteen years ago, that it would have been a bless- | 
ing to mankind if the invention of bank circula- || 0 the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 


tion had never been made; but they cannot close T bia, Al 
their eyes to the fact that they were standing in || 8: 8. Bishop, late postmaster at Tuscumbia, Al- 


the midst of a state of things which it would be ae praying anes wens — 
desolation to destroy. No man could see the || 0Y "1m In consequence of a change of his duties; 
a ; ; ; , : 
present condition of the United States without | and from the ae of a — pray 
seeing that a paper currency, to some extent, must | eee neue 
in in time; t sud oes , ’ 
wiidieal ef tke oomebee nial vpht ae back, withoutamendment, and with a recommend- 
greatest calamities that could be inflicted upon the || *tion that it be indefinitely postponed, the joint 
community P resolution from the House for the benefit of Salt- 
: ses += Thiet; marsh & Fuller. 
h ae rere ates aoe Mr. M. also, from the same committee, reported 
a s Sas ae ee ; 
with orivites Seeeaedes titan thie Mevcra, back the joint resolution from the House for the 
eae The people of the Sihatciee these especially benefit of William Faller, accompanied by a re- 
committed to the charge of the General Govern- | port, concluding with a recommendation that the 


House: 


A bill for the relief of A. W. Bodley; 














: lation be laid on the table. 
ment. Congress was their guardian. What || "8° sation : 

would be the result of a sudden withdrawal of the Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
banking privileges which they now enjoy? It || Public Lands, to which the subject was réferred, 
would be utter prostration. It would be placing reported the following resolution; which, after a 
the people in an exhausting receiver—taking away || few remarks by ao HAY WooD ee ant = 
the air they breathe, although it might not be Mr. WOODBRIDGE in its favor, was adopted: 
very pure. Hetrusted, therefore, that the Senate Resolved, That the report of the geological exploration 
l ith hi ’. donti # t | of a part of Lowa, Wisconsin, and Illinois, made under 
would concuy with Aim in adopting & temporary || inctructions of the Seeretary ot the Treasury of the United 
measure for their relief—that of extending their States, in the autumn of the year 1839, by David Dale Owen, 
charter one year, to avoid the calamity which M. D., principal agent to explore the setneral tends < the 
; Jnited States, and communicated to the [louse of Kepre- 
sees roe from a sudden ere. sentatives by the President of the United States on or about 
therefore gave notice that, ty: to-MOrrowW, || the 4th day of June, 1840, together with the maps and illus- 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to extend |} trations accompanying the same, be printed for the use of 
the charter of the banks of the District one year. || the Senate: Provided, That, of the same report, with said 
|| maps and illustrations, there be printed an additional num- 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. \| ber of five hundred copies for the use of the General Land 
Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee .on the 1 aren one thousand additional copies for the use of 

District of Columbia, reported a bill for the relief || ™® °°?" ; 
of Walter S. Alexander; which was read, and || Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
ordered to a second reading; and, on his motion, || Affairs, reported back, without amendment, the 


| the bill was taken up, considered as in Com- || House bill for the relief of Henry S. Commager. 











} 


mittee of the Whole, and after a few remarks by || Also reported back, with an amendment, the 
| bill from the House explanatory of the treaty made 

|| eases of this character, and by Mr. MERRICK, with the Chippewa Indians at Saginaw, the 23d 

|| showing that a fair trial could not be had in the 1 of January, 1838. 

|| county of Alexandria, the bi!l was reported to the || Also reported back, without amendment, and 


Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third || with a recommendation that it be laid on the table, 
| 


reading. || the House bill to prevent trespass on Indian 
On motion of Mr. BAYARD, from the Com- || lands. ‘ 
mittee on Naval Affairs, one thousand copies were || The question was taken; and the bill was laid 
ordered to be printed of the report of Professor j upon the table, : 
R. Johnson of a series of experiments made by || Also, on his motion, the Committee on Indian 
him, during twenty-one years past, under the | Affairs was discharged from the further consider- 
direction of the Navy Department, to test the i ation of the documents relating to the claim of 
character and qualities of different coals of this i Harman Grigg and Josiah Higgins, for payment 
country, and of those imported from Europe. | for property stolen by the Osage Indians in 1813; 
Mr. B., also, from the same committee, to || and from the memorial of the heirs of David 
which had been committed the amendments of || Brearly, late agent for the removal of the Chero- 
the House to the amendments of the Senate to || kee Indians, for extra compensation for said ser- 
the House bill for the relief of the widows of || vice. : ; 
officers and seamen who were lost on board the || On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, the Commit- 
schooner Grampus, recommended that the Senate |j tee on Claims was discharged from the further 
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consideration of the memorial of John Frazee, || on Finance proposed in the amendments now 
praying the payment of a balance due him for his || submitted. 

services as architect and superintendent of the || The amendments were read and adopted, as 
building of the New York custom house. | follows: 

Mr. BATES, from the’ Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that they do pass, the bills from 
the House for the relief of Marcay Olds, and for 
the relief of Daniel W. Church. 

Also, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports (which were ordered to be printed) on the 
petition of Elizabeth Smith for a pension, and the | 
petition of Anne Houston for arrears of pension. | 

Also, reported back, with a recommendation 
that they be indefinitely postponed, the following 
House bills: | 

"The bill for the relief of Franklin P. Ambler, 
Charles P, Ambler, and Elizabeth Pearce, the 
surviving children of Elizabeth Rowe; 

The act for the relief of Samuel Butler, of Vir- 
fina; 

‘The act granting a pension to Susannah Scott, 
the widow of William Scott; 

The act for the relief of Isaac Parker; and 

The act for the relief of Mary B. Perry and 
others, 

Also, reported, from the same committee, a joint 
resolution explanatory of the ** Act making appro- 
priation for the payment of revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th June, 1845,’’ so that the 
applheations for pensions filed in the Pension 
Office previous to the passage of that act shall not 
be subject to its provisions, 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported back, withoutamendment, and 
with a recommendation that it be indefinitely post- 
voned, the bill from the House for the relief of 
ee Sommeraner. 






the Army” from $1,273,279 69 to $1,317,442. 

To insert for commutation of officers’ subsist- 
ence, $464,372; for commutation of officers’ 
horses, $107,315; for payments in lieu of cloth- 
ing for discharged soldiers and officers’ servants, 
$53,890; for surveys in reference to the military 
defenses of the frontiers, inland and Atlantic, 
$10,000; for military and geographical surveys 
west of the Mississippi, $20,000; for continuing 
the surveys of the northern and northwestern 
lakes, $20,000; for amount of fortifications, 
$100,000; to change the appropriation for current 
expenses of the ordnance service from $80,000 to 
$95,000; to strike out the proviso prohibiting any 
part of the appropriation for Springfield armory 
being applied to rebuilding the quarters of the 
commanding officer; and to add an appropriation 
of $28,857 71 for settling the accounts of Major 
Charles Thomas and Captain Edward B. Alex- 
ander, due on account of the erection of a fort on 
the Arkansas frontier, which has been carried to 
the surplus fund, 

Mr. HAY Woop moved to amend the bill by 
inserting an appropriation of $35,000 for the com- 
| pletion of the United States arsenal at Fayette- 

ville, North Carolina, as originally designed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN explained that the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs had had this subject 
under consideration, and, on consultation with 
the War Department, had ascertained that this 
appropriation was neither necessary nor desired 
by that Department. 

Mr. HAYWOOD contended that, by the ori- 
ginal act of Congress, this arsenal was to be one 
of construction as well as deposit. The jurisdic- 

tion of the State had been obtained on this con- 
| dition. He denied the authority of the Depart- 

An act granting a pension to Bethia Healy, the || ment, or any of its officers, to revoke or annul an 
widow of George Healy, deceased; || act of Congress; and enforced the justice of the 

An act for the relief of Alice Usher; and || proposed appropriation. 

An act for the relief of Asa Davis. | Mr. CRITTENDEN sustained the views of 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Commit- || the Department, by referring to the factthat even 
tee on Pensions was discharged from the further || now there was not work enough for keeping the 
consideration of the peution of Martha Emmel || other arsenals of the Government in full opera- 
and others, widows of revolutionary soldiers, || tion; and that this at Fayetteville, North Te 
praying to be allowed pensions for life. | lina, was quite sufficient, in its pesent condition, 

Mr. A, also, from the same committee, made || for all the wants of the Government in reference 
adverse reports on the petitions of Nancy Smith, || to it. 
widow of Charles Smith, a soldier in the United Mr. HAYWOOD called for the yeas and nays 
States Army, fora pension; and the petitionofthe || on his amendment. 
widow of Nathan blood, a soldier of the Revolu- || ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
tion, for a pension. || The question was then taken; and resulted— 

Mr. JARNAGILN, from the Committee on Pen- |) yeas 11, nays 23; as follows: 
sions, reported back, without amendment, and || YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, 
with a recommendation that it be indefinitely || Breese, Fulton, Haywood, Huger, Mangum, Sevier, and 
postponed, the bill for the relief of Daniel Clapp 1] Wyavecdabeune. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Ber- 
and Betsy Clapp. || rien, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Hanne- 
He also, from the same committee, reported || gan, Henderson, Huntington, Lewis, Merrick, Miller, More- 
back, without amendment, and with a recom- || Head, Niles, Porter, Sturgeon, Upham, White, and, Wood- 
mendation that it do pass, the bill for the relief || aeons. 
of Mary Ann Linton, of the State of Virginia. 3 

Mr. MOREHEAD, from the majority of the On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, an amend- 
Committee on Indian Affairs, reported a joint || ment was adopted adding an appropriation of 
resolution providing for the satisfaction of claims || $2,000 for conuinuing the meteoro ogical observa- 
under the Cherokee treaty of 1835 and 1836; |; Hons at the military posts of the United States. 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. || |The bill, as amended, was then reported to the 

° || Senate; and the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved to amend the bill 

The bill providing for the insane hospital in the || by adding an appropriation of $15,000 for repairs 
District of Columbia, which had been returned || of the United States barracks at Newport, Ken- 
from the House with amendments, was referred | tucky, (opposite Cincinnati,) and for the pur- 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. chase of an additional lot of two acres adjoining. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. | oar explained the necessity for this appropri 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the House bill | Mr. JARNAGIN inquired what quantity of 
making appropriations for the support of the || land already belonged to the barracks, and why 
Army for the fiscal year ending on the 30th day || the lot to be purchased was rated at so high a sum 
of June, 1845, was taken up, as in Committee of || as $15,000? 
the Whole, with the amendments submitted by || Mr. MOREHEAD believed the lot already 
the Committee on Finance. || belonging to the barracks did not exceed two 

Mr. EVANS explained that these amendments || acres; and the price estimated for the additional 
had been rendered necessary in consequence of || lot was not unreasonable in Newport, where, in 
the Senate having laid on the table, indefinitely, || consequence of contiguity to Cincinnati, lots rated 
the House bill generally called the Army re- || much higher than in towns in general of the same 


Also, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that they do pass, the || 
House bills of the following tides: 


So the amendment was rejected. 


INSANE ASYLUM. 


trenchment bill. The present bill was made to || size. 
conform to the retrenchments then expected; but After some further inquiries and observations, 
the retrenchment bill having failed, it became || in which Messrs. WOODBRIDGE, MORE- 


necessary to restore the estimates of the War || HEAD, WOODBURY, and JARNAGIN, took 
Department; which was what the Committee | part, the amendment was adopted. 


To change the appropriation ‘“ for the pay of 


| 
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June 1], 
The amendments were then ord 
grossed for a third reading; ond, = be 


the bill was read the third time, and nee 
POST OFFICE BILL. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the House bil 
making appropriations for the Post Office De = 
ment for the fiscal year endirig 30th June = 
was taken up as in Committee of the Whol,’ 
considered, reported back without amendments 
read the third time, and passed. , 


CUSTOM-HOUSE IN PHILADELPHIA, 
Mr. BUCHANAN offered a resolution: 


at his request, was considered and adopted a 


lows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
to inquire into the expediency of making an ap 
to purchase the banking-house of the late B 
United States in the city of Philadelphia, 
house. 


instructeq 
Propriation 
ank of the 
for a custom. 


TRANSFER OF CLERKS. 


Mr. BENTON inquired of the chairman of the 
Finance Committee if there were any more ap. 
propriation bills to be acted upon to-day. 

Mr. EVANS replied that there were not; byt 
there was a joint resolution authorizing the trans. 
fer of clerks from one of the Departments to an. 
other, which he would wish to . taken up and 
disposed of. 

‘The joint resolution was accordingly taken up, 
considered, read the third time, and passed, 


STOCKBRIDGE INDIANS. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, the bill for the 
relief of the Stockbridge Indians was taken up, 
considered, amended as proposed by the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


SUPPORT OF LUNATICS. 


On motion of Mr. MILLER, who reported 
back, from the Committee on the District of Col- 
umbia, the bill providing for the support of luna. 
tics for one year, with the amendments of the 
House of Representatives, striking out the Sen- 
ate amendments, and substituting provisions for 
the support of said lunatics at the asylum of Bal- 
timore, the House amendments were concurred in. 
The committee also recommended an additional 
amendment to the House amendments, giving the 
use of the lunatic asylum of the District for one 
year to the medical department of the Columbian 
College, on condition of giving security to the 
Commissioner of Public Buldings for keeping the 
premises in proper repair; which was adopted. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Texas annex- 
ation bill was read a second time. 

Mr. B. stated his object in asking for the sec- 
ond reading of the bill, which was to amend the 
clause, by making a line certain which was now 
uncertain. The bill, as it stood, proposed to 
divide the annexed country equally between slave- 
holding and non-slaveholding States, but did not 
fix the line. That was impracticable when the 
bill was brought in, because the contents of the 
country, by division ,had not then been calculated. 
This had since been done; and an important line 
may now be fixed, and future trouble saved. The 
map prepared for the Senate, in the Bureau of Top- 
ographical Engineers, by Lieutenant Emory,and 
the most correct one yet constructed of the coun- 
tries to which it relates, has been calculated b 
divisions, so as to designate the lines wanted wi 
all desirable precision. 

He had assumed that Texas, with her natural 
limits, the Nueces desert and the mountains, 
would present territory for four States of the 
largest class, and that it would naturally divide 
into two equal parts for the cultivation which was 
profitable or unprofitable for slave labor; and that, 
consequently, two ‘slaveholding and two non- 
slaveholding States should be formed upon It. 
This, in the bill as it now stands, was pro 
to be done by future legislation, and the line be- 
tween the slaveholding and the non-slaveholding 
States then to be fixed; but it was good to fix 


things at once—to leave nothing that could be 
avoided, in an act so fundamental, to future ar- 
rangement. He therefore proposed to fix t 

line in the basis which refers to it; and nothing 
could be desired more equal, just, and natural, 
than the line presented on the map. In the reso- 
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jution adopted by the Senate, showing the con- | tion from Mr. Stone, the engraver, offering to 


ynts of the different divisions of the territory, || 
the longitude of one hundred degrees west from || 
Greenwich was a leading division. In the coun- || 
try between the two rivers, Arkansas and Red 
river, made a western boundary of the United 
States by the treat of 1819, this longitude is made 
the dividing line through four degrees of latitude. 
jis prolongation south would leave all the coun- 
try out to the Nueces; and to the desert west of 
it, on the east of it. This would include all the 
resent population of Texas and all the country 

Fated for slave labor. 1t was evidently the proper |, 
line of division between the slave and non-slave- 
holding States; it conformed exactly to the kind 
of productions and the pursuits of business adapt- 
ed toeach. The only question was to see how 
it suited in quantities; and in this the calculations 
| 


bring out precisely what was desired. The quan- 
tities may be assumed to be equal; for the ap- 
rent difference between them is too insignificant 
to be counted in so large a superficies, and where 
sinuosities could only be counted as straight lines. 
The division east of the one hundred degrees is 
one hundred and thirty-five thousand six hundred 
and seventy square miles; the division west of it 
jsone hundred and twenty-nine thousand eight 
hundred, Thisis equal enough,and large enough. 
Itis exactly sufficient for two States in each divis- 
jon, of the extent of Missouri and Illinois, each |; 
of which exceeds sixty thousand square miles. || 
This longitude, then, divides the whole terri- || 
tory precisely right in point of quantities; it is 
equally fortunate in point of localities and climate. 
The east division, forming almost a square be- |} 
tween the Red river and the Gulf of Mexico, is 
southern clime performs its natural office of giving 
a warm country, and the productions which re- 
quire a predominance of heat; the west division 
extends to the mountains, stretches out north to | 
ing, grazing, provision-raising, and, it may be 
added, the vine region, (on accountofits dryness, ) 
in which cold predominates, and where northern 
| 
| 





the champaign part of the country, in which a 
forty-two degrees, and goes into the grain-grow- | 
| 
pares find their appropriate clime. Latitude 
ere yields to altitude; and the climate of Penn- 
sylvania is found as far south as the latitude of 
Natchez, This makes all right. AndI now ask 
to amend the fifth clause in the bill, so as to make 
the one hundredth degree of longitude west from 
Greenwich the dividing line between the slave and 
non-slaveholding States, in the event of the an- 
nexation of Texas. In thus proposing to insert 
a fixed line, on the faith of Lieutenant Emory’s 
map, made in the Bureau of Topographical Engi- 
neers, as the request of the Senate, it implied a 
full belief in the correctness of the map; and such 
was the fact. He relied impiicitly wpon it as more 
correct in its outline and general features than 
any map yet published, because it had the advant- 
age of all the late and important geographical de- 
terminations in that quarter, particularly those of 
Lieutenant Frémont. In all these particulars of 
outline and general features, it was more correet 
than any other map; and that was the main point 
in the present design. In other particulars it was 
equal to the best of all other maps; and he hoped 
to see it engraved and published, not merely for 
the elucidation of the oa question, but as a 


| 





respectable contribution to geographical science. 
_ Mr. B. then moved that the fifth basis proposed 
in this bill be amended to read thus: 


“V. The existence of slavery to be forever prohibited 
in that part of the annexed territory which lies west of the 


The amendment was unanimously agreed to, 
and the bill amended accordingly. 

Mr. B. then gaid the bill might take its place on 
the Calendar. 

Mr. SEVIER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That one thousand capies of the map of Texas 
Prepared by the topographical corps be engraved, under 
direction of the chief of that corps, for the use of the Sen- 
ate, provided it can be done for the sum of $400. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said, if he understood 
the Senator from Missouri—for he had not him- 
self examined much into the matter—there are 
already maps of Texas as correct as that map. 
He would like to know the probable cost of these 
new maps. 

_ Mr. SEVIER observed that this resolution lim- 
ited the cost to . 


Mr. PEARCE held in his hand a communica- 


_ pared by the topographical corps had been com- \\ 
| piled with the advantage of the examination of || 
| all the recent explorations of the region, and all 


one hundredth degree of longitude west from Greenwich.” || gone through regularly. 





prepare a stone for Jithographing this map, which | 
would present it on a large scale, at an expense | 
not exceeding $400; the maps to be delivered in || 
two months. 


Mr. BENTON remarked that the map pre- || 


| 


the great and important points had been accu- 
rately defined by astronomical observations, as 
well as the outlines; so that there could be no | 
doubt about its being the very best map ever 
made of that country. 
The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. EVANS hoped the Senate would now pro- 
ceed to the orders of the day. 

The following joint resolution, moved by Mr. 
McDurrie in executive session, on the 23d May, 
having become a part of the public record of the | 
Senate, came up now as the first thing on the orders | 
of the day: 


| 

' 

| 

| | 

Resolved, That the compact of annexation made between i} 
| 








the Executive Governmeut of the United States and that of || 
Texas, and submitted to the Senate for confirmation by the {| 
President of the United States, be, and the same is hereby, 
ratified as the fundamental law of union between the Uni- | 
ted States and ‘l'exas, as soon as the supreme executive and 
legislative power of l'exag shall ratify and confirm the said | 
compact of annexation. 


Mr. EVANS hoped it wouid be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE thought that for the pres- || 
ent session all that was desirable had been done | 
by Congress on this subject. He regrettedahat || 
he had not risen when the bill was up a few min- || 
utes back in relation to it, and made the same mo- | 





| 
i 
1] 
| 
' 


tion he intended to make with regard to the pres- 
ent resolution. He was not insensible to the 
importance of the bill introduced by the Senator 








= taken up, the Senate bills would be disposed 
of first. 
Mr. EVANS hoped the Calendar would be | 


DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON, 


The first bill on the general orders called, was 
the Senate bill providing for the remission of 
duties on railroad iron, the consideration of which 
was resumed as in Committee of the Whole, the 
amendments submitted by the Finance Commit- 
tee being pending. 

Mr. MILLER, who was entitled to the floor, 
spoke for an hour in opposition to the bill. He 
expected that all interference with the present 
tariff had been effectually set at rest—at least for 
this session. He then proceeded to answer the 
arguments of the Senator from Maine; and after- 
wards gave a general history of the favoritism 
manifested by Congress in relation to railroad 
companies from 1830 to the present time. In 
conclusion, he moved to lay the bill on the table. 
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Mr. PHELPS called for the yeas and nays on 
this motion, and they were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and resulted— 
yeas 18, nays 21; as follows: 





YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Barrow, Bates, 
Bayard, Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Fairfield, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Sturgeon, Walker, 
White, and Woodbury—1L8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bagby, Berrien, Choate, Evans, Foster, 
Fulton, Henderson, Huger, Jarnagin, Johnson, Lewis, Mc- 
Duffie, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Tallmadge, 
Upham, Woodbridge, and Wright—21. 


So the Senate refused to lay the bill on the 
table. 


The amendments reported by Mr. Evans were 
then adopted. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, an amendment 


| was also adopted extending the benefits of the act 


to cases in which judgments have been obtained 
for duties on railroad iron. 
On motion of Mr. PORTER, some verbal 


| amendments were adopted. 


Mr. HENDERSON submitted an amendment 
in relation to the remission of duty on railroad 
iron belonging to the Western Railroad Company, 
lost in the Mississippi river; but 

Mr. EVANS observed that there was a sepa- 
rate bill providing for special cases of that kind, 


| and 


Mr. WALKER requested his colleague would 
not ingraft this special case on a bill which he 


| should be compelled to vote against; whereupon, 


Mr. HENDERSON withdrew his amendment. 

There being no other amendments offered, 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed his decided dis- 
approbation of the bill, and stated his reasons. 
He confessed that, considering the quarter from 
which the bill came, and the provisions it con- 
tained, he was greatly astonished. After great 
trouble, delay, and difficulty, the tariff of 1842 


from Missouri, nor to the resolution now in ques- || was passed; and those gentlemen most active in 
| tion; but it was his conviction that the Senate had passing it, having got the peculiar interests of 
done all that could be expected this session, and || their own portions of the Union secured, turned 
that it would be best now to give time for the || round and attempted to withdraw the only pro- 
public judgment to act upon it, At this late pe- || tection granted to Pennsylvania interests—that 
riod of the session, within a few days of adjourn- || on the manufacture of iron. Mr. B. pointed out 
ing, he thought the sooner the matter was defin- || aj] these attempts ever since Mr. Clay’s bill was 
itively disposed of the better. He therefore moved || introduced in 1841, and went at large into the 
ta lay the resolution on the table. history of the favoritism of Congress towarés 

Mr. SEVIER suggested that, the Senator from |! railroad companies, from the year 1830 to the 
South Carolina being absent from his seat, it present day, by which $6,000,000 had been re- 
would be best to pass the resolution over inform- || mitted to them that ought to have gone into the 
ally till to-morrow. Treasury. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said the question might Mr.'McDUFFIE remarked that “ when Greek 
as well be disposed of at once. It wasalso his in- sects Greek then comes the tue of war.” The 
tention to make the same motion whenever the || fiends of protection were finding out how thelr 
bill for the annexation of Texas came up. system worked. He congratulated honorable 

Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeasand nays; || Senators who now arrayed themselves against 
which were ordered. : corporations and monopolies, on their conversion 

The question was then taken on laying the || ¢6 the true faith 
resolution on the table; and decided in the affirma- "The honorable Senator from Pennsylvania had 
tive—yeas 27, nays 19; as follows: || exclaimed, he believed six or seven times, that 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- || $6,000,000 of revenue were taken out of the pub- 
Huntington, Jarnagin Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Mitter, || Uc Tteasury and conferred upon the incorporated 
ilorehent Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Tall. || Companies engaged in making these railroads. 
madge, White, Woodbridge, and Wright—27. Would the honorable Senator be so good as to 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Ben: || look to the other side of the question? What did 
ton, Breese, Buchanan, Fairfield, Fulton, Hannegan, Hay- he say? What did he propose? What did he 
Walker aes Woodbagy 19” Pre Sees SAT argue? To raise revenue from imported railroad 

So the resolution was laid on the table iron. Now, what would be the result of a con- 

aa summation of his wish? The result would be 

Mr. WHITE hoped, when the general orders |; that this very railroad iron, instead of furnishing 


the Government any revenue at all, would be 
made by the manufacturers of the United States, 
and sold for twenty-five or thirty dollars a ton 
higher than it could be imported. The question, 
then, was simply this: shall you take from the 
pockets of those engaged in the construction of 
railroads for the benefit of the public, $6,000,000, 
and put it in the pockets of the iron manufactur- 
ers of Pennsylvania or any other State? There 
was one corporation alone within the limits of 
Maryland which would take the greater portion 
of it. The Senator wished those manufacturers 
of iron to have the whole benefit of it. How, 
then, was he to get revenue from imported iron? 
By giving to the manufacturer the market! This 
was the whole tendency of his argument—to 
protect the domestic manufacturer, and give him 
the market; or the result would be, thatthe money 
which the honorable Senator said was taken from 
the public Treasury would simply be transferred 
from the constructors of railroads to the iron 
master. 
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But this was not the question. He understood 
the honorable Senator from Maine to say that he 
had distinctly ascertained that there was not at 
this moment any railroad iron at all made in the 
United States, and that none would be made, un- 
le s8 a contract should be previously made between 
t! eiron masters and railroad companies, by which 
tle iron master should receive fifty or sixty dol- 
lurs a ton for railroad iron. It appeared to him 
that this was literally a case of the dog in the 
manger. ‘The manufacturers of the United States 
did not make railroad iron—they had not made 
it—they would not make it, unless they could 
make it at double as much as they could import 
it for; nor would they allow it to be imported, 

But there was a view of this subject which was 
decisive with him, and which it was his object in 
rising to state. These railroads were innitely 
more beneficial to the public than they were to 
the stockholders. How it might be in certain por- 
tions of the North, he did not know; but, within 
the whole range of his observation, he ventured 
to say that there was no class of domestic in- 
dustry less profitable than the business of those 
engaged in the constraction of railroads; and yet, 
he would venture to say, there was no operation 
of industry more beneficial to the public. The 
public received much the greater benefit. 

The honorable Senator from Pennsylvania 
seemed to think it something extraordinary, be- 
cause certain favors had been granted to railroads, 
that these favors should be extended any further, 
If the honorable Senator had reflected a moment, 
he would have seen that it was the very best 
reason why, after granting certain favors to cer- 
tain companies, you should grant them to others. 
If these favors had been extended to certain in- | 
a railroud companies; if these companies 
had realized a benefit from them, he thought that, 


upon the same principle, justice required that a | 
similar benefit should be extended to others. 
| 
' 


He did not intend to go into an argument upon || 


this subject; but simply to show that certain rail- 
road companies shoul 


be made an exception to 
the general rule. 


Mr. DAYTON, at considerable length, opposed | justice and politicaleconomy. He wentfor mod- | 


the bill. He had hoped all interference with the | 
present tariff had been set at rest. But itappeared | 
now that measure had not only to stand up against | 
the assaults of its adversaries, but to suffer under 
those of its friends, | 
Mr. SIMMONS thought there was a middle | 
course that ought to satisfy both parties—the rail- | 
road companies and the iron masters; itrwas to 
give the benefits of this bill to the railroad com- | 
panies, only tll the iron manufacturers have time 
to enter into the business of making rails, and 
supplying them at a fair price. 
Me WOODBURY said that, as the yeas and | 
nays would doubtless be called on the passage of | 
this bill, he wished to state enough to show the | 
reasons for his opposition to the measure. Though | 
he should give to the Senators from New Jersey | 
his vote, he should not give to them his principles. | 
‘ 
| 





He still differed with them on the tariff. He was 
averse to these remissions of duties to railroad 
corporations as long ago as 1839, when he made 
a report to the House of Representatives, show- 
ing that something like three and a half millions 
of money had at that time been virtually given to 
them by the General Government. He then viewed 
it as a free subscription, or donation, to those | 
establishments. This was not justifiable on the 
ground merely that they were useful to the com- 
munity. Other corporations were also useful; but 
that was no sufficient reason for large and partial 
favors to allof them. Again: it was urged that, 
by cheapening transportation of passengers and 
merchandise, as it doubtless was these roads, 
and the cheaper making of them, all the commu- | 





nity were gainers, Such, however, was the case 
with ships and steamboats on our rivers, lakes, 
sounds, and oceans, which, their iron being free, 
would carry and bring both persons and things 
much lower for the whole country. 

So far as regards the Government, these rail- 
roads generally, whose iron has been admitted | 
free, charge higher for carrying the mail than other | 
persons; and they are usually ** close corporations,”” | 
or a perfect monopoly against the rest of the com- 
munity; not allowing them, even for reasonable | 
tolls and under safe regulations, to put on them 
cars for either passengers or merchandise. Nor 
are these roads a species of domestic manufac- 





} . 
| tures any more than are ships, or plows, or wag- 
ons. 


oo 


|, of view. Ithas notouly taken millions from the 
Treasury when most wanted, but contemplates 
| taking :nore from it while we are deeply in debt. 
| Yet, surprising as it may seem, one of the most 
| plausible arguments pressed in favor of our giving 
away more to them, is because we have already 
| given so much. I confess that some States and 
| companies appear to have ventured on new works 


| as liberally as their predecessors. But this argu- 
| ment as to gifts, unfortunately, would last for- 
ever, and long after many of the original reasons 
for the gifts had ceased. 

Next: the measure is bad on any sound polit- 
ical principles, because it renders the tariff an 
unequal tax, falling in this respect heavily on the 
tools of agriculture and on commerce and the 
poor, but exempting the rich; burdening the an- 
vil and chain and kettle, but relieving the iron rail 
which belongs to incorporated wealth. It is not 
that corporations and individuals do not possess 
the right to be rich, and to use their richness for 
gain, as they do in the East in the case of many 
profitable railroads; but it is that they have no 
claim to exclusive favors or privileges in the use 
of their fortunes over the humbler mechanic and 
farmer. 
| Lastly, without more details, the measure is 

bad, because it adopts the doctrine of absolute 
free trade in respect to railroad iron, and no other. 
He was against this; as such a course not only 
violates the duty to make the tariff tax equal and 
| uniform, but makes a discrimination of freedom 
| from duty; which is as wrong for one class of 

interests as it would be in other cases to make a 
discrimination of bounties or protective imposts 
| in favor of one class of interests, and against all 
| others, 
Either course is contrary to the first elements of 


| erate and proportionate taxes on imports, as well 

| as other property, and on all iron alike. 

| In relieving the Senate from further remarks, 

| he begged permission to caution the members 
against the zeal and importunity of self-interest 
in all cases like this. They mingle up insensibl 

| In the minds of many honest men, and they al- 

most persuade their authors, as well as others, 

that public considerations alone influence them, 

| when gain—what they regard as fair gain—is the 
chief motive; and interest, rightfully, if you please, 
ina private view, is at the bottom. But such 
interest is not entitled to any special public in- 

| dulgence or public bounties. 

| As an illustration how the pecuniary feeling of 

| corporations sometimes urge them most pertina- 


| ciously to obtain monopolies, by exclusive privi- 
| leges, Mr. W. said he would read an extract, 
| which happened to be before him, from a vener- 
| able annalist, that very strongly exhibited the 

workings of self-interest two centuries ago, in a 
In the 


| case not very unlike in principle to this. 
| first volume of Thomas Burton’s Parliamentary 


|| Diary, page 308, in 1656, he quietly says: 


| where was debated the great question, adjourned till this 
| day, upon the petition of the tree merchants against the 
| merchant adventurers; wherein was set forth whata great 
| prejudice it was to the commonwealth, that the trade of 
| the woolen manufactures should be engrossed into the 
hands of one company; it being the only staple trade of 
| England, and ought to be improved to the best advantage. 
“There were strong arguments brought on the account 
| of the free merchants, te prove that a tree trade was most 
| for the good of this nation. 
* Sir Christopher Pack, who is master of the Merchant 

Adventurer’s Company, turned in the debate like a horse, 
and answered every man. I| believe he spoke at least thirty 

times. 
“ Mr. Lioyd helped him as much as could be; but both 
| reason and equity, and the sense of the committee, being 
against them, they were forced at last to give up the cud- 
| 


} 
| ‘In the Duchy chamber sat the Committee of Trade, 
| 
| 
} 


gels, but with much ado. Sir Christopher Pack did cleave 
like a clegg, and was very angry he could not be heard ad 
infinitum, though the committee were forced at last to come 


The bill was then reported back to the Senate 


| 
1} 


“irst; the measure is a bad one ina fiseal point | 


| under an expectation that they might be treated | 
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| Bates, Bayard, Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Choate 





which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 16, nayy 


| 30; as follows: 
But, besides the weakness of the arguments I |} 


have answered, I entertain the following specified || 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby 
Fulton, en Sieeen ora ge Evans, 
Rives, Sevier, Tallmadge, Woodbridge, and Wright_i¢” 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Barrow 
’ 
ton, Crittenden, Dayton, Fairfield, Francis, Hannen® 
Hay wet , a y : SO neu, Merrick, Miler, 
sprene = s,F , ’ 
White, and Woodbuty—30. oS APER, VAM, Walker, 

So the Senate refused to order the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. McDUFFIE observed that, as some free. 
trade gentlemen had voted against this bill who 
were in favor of a reduction of duties, he hoped 
some Senator who had voted in the negative would 
move a reconsideration of the vote just taken, with 
a view of proposing an amendment to the pil 
reducing the duties on railroad iron to twenty 
per cent, 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that he had voted 
from hostility to the principle contained in the bill, 
and not because he approved of the present duties. 
He therefore, at the suggestion of the Senator from 
South Carolina, moved a reconsideration. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, (before 
the question was put on Mr. Woopsury’s mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote last taken,) the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and after some time spent therein, adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, June 11, 1844. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


Mr. WELLER asked leave to offer a resolu. 
tion in relation to the salaries of the messengers 
of the House; but it was objected to. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; but again withdrew the motion tempora- 
rily, to allow Mr. Apams to present certain me- 
morials. 

Mr. ADAMS then asked leave to present two 
memorials on the subject of the naturalization 
laws, remonstrating against the laws on that sub- 
ject. 

Mr. MORRIS said he had some memorials of 
a similar character which he desired an opportu- 
nity . ee : 

Mr. WELLER objected to the reception of the 
memorials, 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to present the memorials referred 
to, and demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, when his name was called, 
inquired whether these memorials might not have 
been presented under a rule of the House per- 
mitting petitions and memorials to be laid upon 
the Clerk’s table, without a formal motion for a 
suspension of the rules. 

he SPEAKER replied that they might have 
been so referred. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then voted ** No.” 

The yeas and nays being taken, resulted—yeas 


|| 35, nays 94. 


j 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 





| 
| 





| 
| 


The rules were not suspended. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON renewed his motion for a 
suspension of the rules, that the House might 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills reported sev- 
eral bills, which were then signed by the Speaker. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON again withdrew his motion 
temporarily, to permit the executive communica- 
tions on the Speaker’s table to be read. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


The following communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States was read: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

The treaty negotiated by the Executive with 
the Republic of Texas, without a departure from 
any form of proceeding customarily observed in 


the negotiation of treaties, for the annexation of 


been 


that Republic to the United States, havi e 
ving 


rejected by the Senate, and the subject 


_ as amended, and the amendment was concurred || excited on the part of the people no ordinary de- 
| gree of interest, I feel it to be my duty to com- 
municate, for your consideration, the re 


forthe yeasand nays; || treaty, together with all the correspondence and 


in. 
On the question of engrossment, 


Mr. BUCHANAN 
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documents which have heretofore been submitted 
io the Senate in its executive sessions. The 

rs communicated embrace not only the series 
sready made public by orders of the Senate, but 
others from which the veil of secrecy has not been 
removed by that body, but which I deem to be 
essential to a just appreciation of the entire ques- 
tion. While the aeeey was pending before the 
senate I did not consider it compatible with the 
gst rights of that body, or consistent with the 
respect entertained for it, to bring this important 
subject before you. The power of Congress is, 





however, fully competent, in some other form of | 


roceeding, to accomplish everything that a formal 
tification of the treaty could have accomplished; 
and 1 therefore feel that I should but imperfectly 
discharge my duty to yourselves or the country 
if I failed to lay before you every thing in the pos- 
session of the Executive which would enable you 
toact with full light on the subject, if you should 
deem it proper to take any action upon it, 

| regard the question involved in these proceed- 
ings a8 One Of vast magnitude, and as addressing 
itself to interests of an elevated and enduring 
character. A republic coterminous in territory 
with our own—of immense resources, which re- 
quire only to be brought under the influence of 
our confederate and free system in order to be 


fully developed—promising, at no distant day, | 


through the fertility of its soil, nearly if not en- 
tirely to duplicate the exports of the country, 
thereby making an addition to the carrying salle 
toan amount almost incalculable, and giving a 
new impulse of immense importance to the com- 
mercial, manufacturing, agricultural, and ship- 
ping interests of the Union, and at the same time 
affording protection to an exposed frontier, and 
placing the whole country in a condition of secu- 
rity and repose—a territory settled mostly by 


back with them, in the act of reciprocation, an 
nconquerable love of freedom and an ardent at- 
tachment to our free institutions. 
tion could not fail to interest most deeply in its 
success those who, under the Constitution, have 
become responsible for the faithful administration 
of public affairs. I have regarded it as nota little 
fortunate that the question involved was no way 
sectional or local, but addressed itself to the in- 


terests of every part of the country, and made its | 


appeal to the glory of the American name. 
tis due to the occasion to say that I have care- 
fully reconsidered the objections which have been 
urged to immediate action upon the subject with- 
out in any degree having been struck with their 
force, It has been objected that the measure of 
annexation should be preceded by the consent of 
Mexico. To preserve the most friendly relations 
with Mexico; to concede to her not grudgingly, 
but freely, all her rights; to negotiate fairly and 
frankly with her as to the question of boundary; 
to render her, in a word, the fullest and most 
ample recompense for any loss she might convince 
us she had sustained, fully accords with the feel- 
ings and views the Executive has always enter- 
tertained. 
But negotiations in advance of annexation 
would prove not only abortive, but might be re- 
rded as offensive to Mexico, and insulting to 
Texas. Mexico would not, I am _ persuaded, 
give ear for a moment to an attempt at negotia- 
tion in advance, except for the snele territory 
of Texas. While all the world besides regards 
Texas as an independent Power, Mexico chooses 
to look upon her as a revolted province. Nor 
could we negotiate with Mexico for Texas, with- 
out admitting that our recognition of her inde- 
pendence was fraudulent, delusive, or void. It 
is only after acquiring Texas, that the question 
of boundary can arise between the United States 
and Mexico, a question purposely left open for 
negotiation with Mexico, as affording the best 
opportunity for the most friendly and pacific ar- 
tangements. The Executive has dealt with 
exas as a Power independent of all others, both 
de facto and de jure. She was an independent 
State of the Confederation of Mexican Republics. 
When, by violent revolution, Mexico declared 
the Confederation at an end, Texas owed her no 
longer allegiance, but claimed, and has main- 
tained the right, for eight years, to separate and 
distinct position, During that period, no army 
has invaded her with a view to her reconquest; 
and if she has not yet established her right to be 






Such a ques- | 


| 


|| treated as a nation independent de facto and de 
|| jure, it would be difficult to say at what period 
|| she will attain to that condition. 

Nor can we, by any fair or any legitimate in- 
|| ference, be accused of violating any treaty stipu- 
lations with Mexico. 


| 
1} 
i 
{ 


give no guarantee of any sort, and are coexistent 
with a similar treaty with Texas. 


which are equally as much violated by the an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States, as would 


| 
| 
the interests of the citizens of each country. 
What bad faith can be implied or charged upon 
the Government of the United States for success- 
3 negotiating with an independent Power, 
| 





upon any subject not violating the stipulations | 
P y ) sg Pp 


of such treaty, | confess my inability to discern. 
The objections which have been taken to the 
enlargement of our territory were urged with 
much zeal against the acquisition of Louisiana; 
and yet, the futility of such has long since been 
fully demonstrated. Since that period, a new 
power has been introduced into the affairs of the 
world, which has, for all practical purposes, 
brought Texas much nearer to the seat of Gov- 
ernment than Louisiana was at the time of its 
| annexation, 


Distant regions are, by the appli- 
| cation of the steam engine, brought within a close 
| proximity. 

1 With the views which Lentertain on the subject, 
| I should prove faithless to the high trust which 
| the Constitution has devolved upon me, if I neg- 
| lected to invite the attention of the representatives 
| of the people to it, at the earliest moment that a 
| due respect for the Senate would allow me so to 
| 


annexation is to encounter a great, if not certain, 
hazard of final defeat, if something be not now 
done to prevent it. Upon this point, | cannot too 
impressively invite your attention to my message 
of the 16th May, and to the documents which 





|| made public. 
' 


| 


If it be objected that the names of 
the writers of some of the private letters are with- 
held, all I can say is, that it is done for reasons 
regarded as altugether adequate, and that the 


citizens of Texas, and have such means of obtain- 
ing information as to entitle their sentiments to 
full credit. Nor has anything occurred to weaken, 


dence in the statements of General Jackson, and 
my own statement made at the close of that mes- 
sage, in the belief, amounting almost to certainty, 
‘* that instructions have already been given by 
the Texan Government to propose to the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain, forthwith, on the fail- 
ure, (of the treaty,) to enter into atreaty of com- 
merce, and an alliance offensive and defensive.’’ 
I also particularly invite your attention to the 
letter from Mr. Everett, our envoy at London, 
containing an account of a conversation in the 
House of Lords, which lately occurred between 
Lord Brougham and Lord Aberdeen, in relation 
to the question of annexation. Nor can I do so 


language the Minister of Foreign Affairsemployed 
upon the occasion. That a kingdom which is 
made of what it now is, by repeated acts of an- 
nexation, beginning from the time of the hep- 
tarchy, and concluding with the annexation of 
the kingdoms of Ireland and Scotland, should 
perceive any principle, either novel or serious, in 
the late proceedings of the American Executive 
in regard to Texas, is well calculated to excite 
surprise. If it be pretended that, because of com- 
mercial and political relations which may exist 
between two countries, neither has a right to part 
with its sovereignty, and that no third Power can 
change those relations by a voluntary treaty of 
union or annexation, then it would seem to fol- 
low that an annexation to be achieved by force 
of arms in the prosecution of a just and neces- 
sary war, could in no way be justified; and yet 
it is to be presumed that Great Britain would be 
the last nation in the world to maintain any such 
doctrine. The commercial and political relations 
of many of the countries of Europe have under- 
gone repeated changes by voluntary treaties, by 
conquest, and by partitions of their territories, 


——————————————————————_———— paneneenemat 


The treaties with Mexico | 
So have we | 


treaties with most of the nations of the earth, | 


be our treaty with Mexico. The treaty is merely | 
commercial, and intended as the instrument for | 
more accurately defining the rights and securing | 


| do. I should find, in the urgency of the matter, | 


emigrants from the United States, who will bring || a sufficient apology, if one was wanting, since | 


| accompany it, which have not heretofore been | 


writers are persons of the first respectability,and | 


but on the contrary much to confirm, my confi- | 


without the expression of some surprise at the | 


iT 
| 


|| public law. 
| be considered as neither serious nor novel. 
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it 


it 
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without any question as to the right, under the 
The question, in this view of it, can 


I will not permit myself to believe that the Brit- 


| ish minister designed to bring himself to any such 


conclusion; but it is impossible for us to be blind 
to the fact, that the statements contained in Mr. 
Everett’s dispatch are well worthy of serious 
consideration. The Government and people of 
the United States have never evinced, nor do they 
feel, any desire to interfere in public questions not 
affecting the relations existing between the States 
of the American continent, 

We leave the European Powers exclusive con- 


\| trol over matters affecting their continent and the 


relations of their different States. 

The United States claim a similar exemption 
from any such interference on their part. The 
treaty with Texas was negotiated from consider- 
ations of a high public policy influencing the con- 
duct of the two Republics. "We have treated with 
Texas as an independent Power, solely with a 
view of bettering the condition of the two coun- 
tries. If annexation in any form occur, it will 


| arise from the free and unfettered action of the 
| people of the two countries; and it seems alto- 


gether becoming in me to say that the honor of 
the country, the dignity of the American name, 
and the permanent interests of the United States, 
would forbid acquiescence in any such interfer- 
No one can more highly appreciate the 
value of peace to both Great Britain and the Uni- 
ted States, and the capacity of each to do injury 
to the other, than myself; but peace can best be 
preserved by maintaining firmly the rights which 
belong to us as an independent community. 

So much have I considered it proper for me to 
say, and it becomes me only to add, that while If 
have regarded the annexation to be accomplished 
by treaty as the most suitable form in which it 
could be effected, should Congress deem it proper 
to resort to any other expedient compatible with 
the Constitution, and likely to accomplish the ob- 


| ject, [ stand prepared to yield my most prompt 


and active coéperation. 

The great question is not as to the manner in 
which it shall be done, but whether it shall be 
accomplished or not. 

The responsibility of deciding the question is 


now devolved upon you. 
JOHN TYLER. 
Wasuincrton, June 10, 1844. 


Mr. HOPKINS moved that this communica- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, and that it be printed; and called the pre- 
vious question, 

Mr. WELLER inquired if it would be in order 
to move the printing of an extraordinary number 
of copies. 

Mr. WHITE objected. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, moved that 
the communication be laid on the table. 

Messrs. C. J. INGERSOLL, DROMGOOLE, 
and others, demanded the yeas and nays. 

They were ordered; and being taken, were— 
yeas 66, nays 118; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Barnard, Bren- 
gle, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Carroll, Causin, Chilton, 
Cranston, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Fish, 
Florence, Foot, Giddings, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, 
Hale, Hardin, Harper, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Ken- 
uedy, Daniel P. King, Marsh, Melivaine, Edward J. Morris, 
Morse, Moseley, Nes, Newton, Patterson, Phenix. Pol- 
lock, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, 

Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Sev- 
erence, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Andrew Stewart, 
Thomasson, ‘Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, 
Wethered, White, and Winthrop—66. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, 
Bayly, Benton, Bidlack, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinker- 
hoff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William 
J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Jeremiah E. Cary, Catlin, 
Reuben Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, Clingman, Clinton, 
Cobb, Coles, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Jobn 
W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dellet, Dillingham, Dromgoole, 
Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Foster, French, G - 
gin, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hays, Henley, Herrick, 
Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, 
Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charies J. Ingersoil, 
Jameson, Cave Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche,Lueas, Lump- 
kin, Maclay, Mathews, McClelland, McConnell, McDow- 
ell, MeKay, Joseph Morris, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Par- 
menter, Payne, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, 
David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Ruberts, Rob- 
inson, Russell, Saunders, ‘Thomas it. Seymour, David L. 
Seymour, Simons, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Robert Smith, Steenrod, Jobn Stewart, Stiles, Stone, 
Strong, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, 
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Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, Woodward, Joseph A. || | reconeideration being an importantone;he woald || © ‘The @PRARER thea verthe eum 2 ent:Danghtty | seneniibamnion tekigtetagenanniheene | eSeminar an important one, he would 


Wright, and Yost—116. 
It was not laid on the table, 


The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 


| withdraw his motion to let it come in. 
Mr. 


Hopkins, to refer the communication to the Com- || was made before the motion of the gentleman 


mittee on Foreign Affairs, and to print; on which 
he had called the previous question. 
The previous question was sustained, and the 


refer and print. 
The motion was agreed to. 


|| 


| 


| from Missouri, (Mr. Bow.m; ] and he therefore 
| asked that the question be put on it by yeas and 


i] nays. 
main question ordered to be now put; being to | 


The yeas and nays being ordered, the question 
was puton Mr. Apams’s Motion to suspend the 
rules; and decided in the negative—yeas 78, nays 


Mr. WELLER then moved a suspension of the | 108; as follows: 


rules, to enable him to submit a motion to print | 
fifteen thousand extra copies, 
Mr. WINTHROP inquired whether a motion 


over one da 
The SPE. tKE R remarked that the proposition 
of the gentleman from Ohio was for a suspension 
of the rule which required that such a motion lie | 
over one day. 
Mr. WHITE demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules; and they were 
ordered ;and being taken, résulte d—yeas 108, nays 
79; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atkinson, Bayly, Edward J. 


Black, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, 
Burt, Caldwell, Catlin, Reuben C hapman, Chappell, Chil 
ton, ‘ inch, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, 
John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Heltet, Dromgoole, Ellis, 


Eimer, Farice, Ficklin, Foster, French, Goggin, ui: amlin, 
Hammett, Haralson, Hays, Henley, Hole 8, “Hoge, 
kins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungertord, 
Charies J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Kndeew | 
Jonson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Kirkpat- | 
rick, Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maclay, Mathews, | 
McCauslen, McClelland, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, | 
Joseph Morris, Murphy, Newton, Norris, Owen, Parmen- 
ter, Payne, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, 


i] ragh, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
to print ane xtra number must not neceesarily lie | 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barnard, 
| Brengle, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buflington, Car- 
| roll, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, Dar- 
Deberry, Dellet, 
Dickey, Dillingham, Dunlap, Fish, Flore nee, Foot, Gid- 
| dings, Goggin, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, 


|| Harper, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
|| Irvin, Jenks, Pe ley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Dan- 


| H. Se »ymour, Albert Smith, C 


| 


meer | | 


; 


Purdy, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Rit- | 


ter, Roberts, St. John, Sample, Saunders, Thomas H. Sey- 
mour, Slidell, Jobn ‘I’. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert 
Smith, Steenrod, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Taylor, | 
Thompson, ‘Tibbatts, 
ward, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—108. 


NAYS—Mesers. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar- 


nard, Benton, Bidlack, Bre ngle, Je remiah Brown, Bufling- 
ton, Jeremiah E. Cary, Carroll, Causin, Clingman, Crans- 
ton, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Richard b. Davis, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dillingham, Dunlap, Fish, Florence, Foot, Gid- 
dings, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Hardin, Har- 
RY Hudson, Washington Hunt, 

Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Mclivaine, Edward 
4. Morris, Morse, Moscley, Nes, Patterson, Phenix, Pres- 
ton, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, 


B. Smith, Spence, Stetson, Andrew Ste wart, Thomasson, 
Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, 
Wheaton, Vhite, Williams, and Winthrop—79. 

There not being two thirds, the rules were not 
suspended. 


The SPEAKER remarked that there were 
other communications from the President on the 
table, and the reading was called for by several. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to suspend the rules 
in order to go into the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to submit the fol- 
lowing resolutions; which were read for informa- 
tion: 

Resolved, That, by the Constitution of the United States, 
the power of declaring war is expressly and conclusively 


delegated by the people of this Union to the Congress of 
the United States. 


Resolved, That any attempt by the President of the United 
State s to place them in a state of actual war with any for- 
eign nation, with or without the advice and consent of the 
Senate, would be a flagrant usurpation of the powers ex- 
clusively delegated to the House of Representatives, and 
requiring of them the exercise of all their constitutional 
authority to vindicate these lawful powers. 


The SPEAKER said that the resolutions were | 
not in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH and several others called 
for the reading of the messages. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to offer his resolutions. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in 
order, there being already pending a motion to 
suspend the rules. 

Mr. BOWLIN rose toa privileged question; 
and that was to call up the motion to reconsider 
the vote on rejecting Senate bill No. 137. 

The SPEAKER decided that motion to be in 
order. 

M-. WHITE rose to a point of order, and con- 
tended that the motion to reconsider being a mo- 
tion under the rules, the motion of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, which was to suspend all the 
rules, should take precedence of it. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said that the question of 


| 


Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wood- | 


| iel P. King, Marsh, Melvaine, Edward J. Morris, Morse, 
| Moseley, Murphy, Parmenter, Phenix, Pollock, Preston, 
| Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, Reding, Rockwell, Rodney, 
| Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas 
Calch B. Smith, Spence, An- 
drew Stewart, Join Stewart, Summers, Tilden, Tyler, 
Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, Wheaton, White, 
| Williams, and Winthrop—78. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Atkinson, Bayly, 
Benton, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, 
Aaron V- Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, ‘Burt, Cald- 


| well, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, 


Chappell, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Dan- 
iel, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Foster, French, Byram Green, 


| Hale, Hainmett, Haralson, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, 


| Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hun- 
| ge riord, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, 


| Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George Ww. “Jones, An- 


drew Kennedy, Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, 
| Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maclay, Mathews, McClelland, 
McUlernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Newton, 
| Norris, Owen, Payne, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, 
Purdy, David 8. Re id, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Rob- 


| inson, Russell, St. John, Saunders, David L. Seymour, 
| Simons, Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, 


1 


James B. Hunt, Joseph served lead mines in the State of [llinois, and 


i] 


| | 








Robert ‘Smit! , Steenrod, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Taylor, 
| Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wood- 
ward, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost.—108. 


So the rules were not suspended. 
MINERAL LANDS. 
Mr. HOGE called up the motion to reconsider 


the vote on rejecting the bill to authorize the 
| President of the United States to cause the re- 


| Territories of lowa and Wisconsin, to be sold. 


| 


|| question. 
Russell, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Albert Smith, Caleb | 


| 


| 


| 


Mr. SAMPLE said he also rose toa privileged 
He moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable the Speaker to lay before the House the 
messages on his table. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion of the 
| gentleman from Indiana was not in order, and 
| that the motion of the gentleman from Illinois 
| (Mr. Hoce] was the pending question. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, observed that when the 


| motion for the reconsideration of the bill named 


by the gentleman from Illinois was made, the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. C. Jonnson] 
moved to lay that motion on the table. If the 
genteman would withdraw his motion, he had 
an amendment to the bill, which, he thought, 
would remove all objections to it. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON withdrew his motion to lay 
the question of reconsideration on the table. 
After a few remarks from Mr. DODGE, of 
owa, 

Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous question; 
which being seconded, the motion for reconsid- 
eration was agreed to ‘under its operation—ayes 
78, noes 51. 

This decision bringing the bill up before the 
House, 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, offered an amendment, 
providing that in all lands in which lead or other 
minerals have been, or may be, discovered, the 
minimum price, either at public or private sale, 
shall be five dollars per acre. The amendment 
also providing that the bill shall not,in any way, 
interfere with the outstanding leases. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the reading of 
the bill; and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, then explained the pur- 
port and objects of his amendment, and called 


|| for the reading of a portion of the debate on this 


subject, which took place in the Senate in 1827. 


| This being read by the Clerk, he went on and 


spoke at great length, concluding with a motion 
for the previous question. 

Mr. BARNARD desired to offer anamendment 
by way of an additional section; and it was read 
for the information of the House. 


ADAMS then said that his motion to sus- 
| pend the rules, in order to offer his resolution, 
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The SPEAKER then put the questio 

“ae the demand for the ptovions tion oe 
HOGE called for tellers; and M 

aes and Burke were appointed; and the 

ported—ayes 65, noes 50. Yee 

So there was a second. 

The main question was also ordered 
| put; the amendment offered by Mr, Doneg, of 
lowa, was agreed to; and the question recurred 
the engrossment of the bill. ; 

Mr. STEWART, of Connecticut, calleq for 
ro and ye and they were ordered, 

BARNARD rose to make some observa. 
tions. 


Mr. McCLERNANDcalled the gentleman fro m 
New York to order, debate being out of order, as 
the previous question had been sustained by the 
House. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to lay the bill on the 
table; and on that motion he called for the yeas 
and nays. ‘ 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOPKINS appealed to the gentleman from 
New York to withdraw his motion, as it might 
cause the vote to be taken twice on laying on 
the table, and on the engrossment of the bill, 
when one vote (the latter) would answer every 


to be now 


pu “ 
r. Ratusun did not adopt the suggestion. 
The vote was taken; and resulted—ycas 67, 
nays 98. 
o the bill was not laid on the table. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 


a third . 

Mr.WEN'T'WORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill; and on seconding 
the demand for the previous question, tellers 
were called for. 

Messrs. Wintnrop and McCiernanp were 
appointed; and they reported—seventy-eight in 
the affirmative. 

So there was a second; and the main question 
was ordered to be now put. 

On the question of its passage, the yeas and 
nays were called for; and being ordered, resulted 

a 92, nays 71. 

o the bill was passed. 


SURVEY OF SAC AND FOX TRACT. 


On motion of Mr. BOWLIN, the motion for 
reconsideration of the vote by which the bill for 
the repeal of an act respecting the survey of a 
tract of land formerly in the occupation of the 
Sac and Fox Indians was passed, was taken up, 
and adopted. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, appealed to the gentle- 
man from Missouri to withdraw the previous 
question, that he might be heard on a subject 
which was one of much interest to a large and 
highly respectable portion of his constituents. 

r. BROWN, of Indiana, also appealed to the 
entleman from Missouri (Mr. Bow uy] to with- 
Sonus his motion for the previous question, stating 
that he (Mr. B.) had made the motion expressly 
that the on from Iowa might be heard on 


the subje 

Mr. )WLIN consented. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, thanked the gentleman 
from Missouri for his courtesy. He felt the more 
thankful for an opportunity to express his views 
on the subject of this bill, because of the circum 
stances under which it had passed. as were 
these: the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. B rae 
was instructed by the Committee on Private aka 
Claims to report the bill to the House, with a 
en that it pass. Mr. D. of course, 

upposed that it would, like all similar bills, be 
eee to the Committee of the Whole, where 

it could be discussed; but what was his astonish- 
ment when he found that the gentleman had, at 
the time of reporting the bill, put it on its passage, 
and that it had actually passed? He went imme- 


diately to the gentleman from Indiana to inquire 
the reasons which had induced him to act thus 
precipitately. 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, stated that he didso 
at the instance of the friends of the bill, and with- 
out thinking of his [Mr. D.’s] desire to be heard 
before the House on the subject; and that he would 


promptly move a reconsideration; which he did. 
Mr. 


the course of his friend from Indiana; for although 
he had pressed this matter with more haste than 
was usual, he still seemed disposed to give him 


DGE, of lowa, would not complain of 
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ivilege of beingheard. The bill now under | port, as commissioner for ascertaining the south- || 


cons 


everknown. Atthe last session of Congress, 
he had presented a number of petitions from his 
consituents, praying Congress to rerun and cor- 
rectly establish the northern boundary of this 
palf-breed tract, which was understood, ever 
since Lieutenant Lee’s report in 1838, to have 
heen incorrectly and badlydone. ‘These petitions 
had been referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and by that committee placed in charge of 
a gentleman from Kenucky, [Mr. Davis,] then 
and now a member of this House. That gentle- 
man had made a report upon them, accompanied 
bya bill, which became a law on the 3d day of 
March Jast. ‘This report Mr. D. would send to 
the Clerk, and ask that it might be read for the 
information of the House. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
the memorials of sundry citizens of the Territory of lowa, 

ying Congress to estabiish, and to cause to be surveyed, 
the northern boundary line ot the reservation ot the treaty 
of 4th August, 1824, between the United States and the 
sac and Fox tribes of Indians, for the use of the half-breeds 
of those nations, have examined the subject, and beg leave 
woreport: — : 

That position is given to the northern line of said reser- 
yation by the following clause in said treaty : 

“The Sac and Fox tribes or nations of Indians, by their 
depuiations in council assembled, do hereby agree, in con- 
sideration of certain sums of money, &c., to be paid to the 
said Sac and Fox tribes by the Government of the United 
States, as hereinafter stipulated, to cede and forever quit 
claim unto the United States all right, title, interest, and 
claim, to the lands which the said Sacs and Foxes have, or 


claim, within the limits of the State of Missouri, which are 


situated, lying, and being between the Mississippi and Mis- 
souri rivers and a line running from the Missouri, at the en- 
ance of the Kansas river, north one hundred miles, to the 
northwest corner of the State of Missouri, and from thence 
east to the Mississippi; it being understood that the small 
wact of land lying between the rivers Des Moines and the 
Mississippi, and the section of the above line between the 
Mississippi and the Des Moines, is intended for the use of 
the half-breeds belonging to the Sac and Fox nations ; they 
holding it, however, by the same title, and in the same 
manner, that other Indian tit!es are held.’ 

So far as this article bears upon the matter referred to the 
committee, it is not only unambiguous, but itis too explicit 
toadmit of construction. ‘I'o give the language defining 
this northern line the only meaning which it can possibly 
carry, that section of a line beginning at the point which 
was then known and recognized to be the northwestern 
corner of the State of Missouri, and running due east until 
it strikes the Mississippi river, which lies between that 
stream; and the Des Moines, is the northern boundary of 
this reservation. Such isthe clear provision of the treaty ; 
and all that can be done without infringing it, is to survey 
and demark the line accordingly. To effect this, your com- 
mittee ask leave to report a bill. 


The bill accompanying this report, as before 
remarked, became a law. The provisions of that 
law, if they had been carried into effect, were all 


that his constituents asked. At the annunciation | 


of its paatige their hearts had been made to leap 
with joy. They saw, or thought they saw, at 
last, an opportunity of becoming the owners of 
the lands upon which many of them have so long 
resided. But it proved adelusive hope! The 
speculators who had got possession of this land 
had influence enough to prevent the rerunning of 
the line, the Secretary of War deciding that it 
could not be done, because no specie appropria- 
tion had been made for the purpose; although 
topographical and other surveyors had been or- 
dered, without any special appropriations, up to 
and beyond the Rocky Mountains. Mr. D.’s con- 
stituents had cherished the hope that this difficulty 
would be removed by Congress making the neces- 
sary appropriations for running the line in ques- 
tion at the present session; but in this it seemed 
they were again doomed to disappointment. The 
law itself was to be repealed. And for whom? 
and at whose instance? For the benefit of heart- 
less speculators, who, not content with swindling 
and cheating—as in many instances he knew they 
had—the poor half-breeds, were now throttling 
the Government to prevent it from rec!aiming the 
possession of its property, which, by an error of 
the compass, was now placed under the control 
of the persons to whom he alluded. 

This is a case of the empire State, New York, 
and Missouri, against the Territory of lowa; 
thirty-six and seven are forty-three presidential 
votes, 
be, the New York and St. Louis speculators vs. 
the squatters in Lowa. 

Mr. D. then went into a history of the line in 
question, and of its connection with Sullivan’s 
line. He read from Mr. Albert Miller Lea’s re- 


jderation presents one of the mostextraordi- | 
instances of versatility in legislation that he || 








ainst none; and, if stated in court, would | 


| 











ern boundary of Iowa, House document No. | 
128, third session of the Twenty-Seventh Con- | 
gress, as follows: 
“ The line, as surveyed by Colonel Sullivan, (in 1816,) || 
is delineated on the accompanying map; and the field 
notes are in the office of the surveyor general at St. Louis. 
It begins on the Missouri river, opposite to the mouth of 
Kansas river, and runs thence one hundred miles north, 
and thence due east, according to the field notes, one bun 
dred and fifty and a half miles, to the Des Moines river; | 
but subsequent surveys have shown that the general course | 
of this line is north of east, amounting at the east end to |} 
two and a half degrees ; the error having arisen from want |) 


of proper care in making corrections for the variation of the 
needle.” 


| 
Mr. D. exhibited Lea’s map, and showed where | 
the true line would fail, and that some fifty-seven || 
c | 
| 


or sixty thousand acres of land now within this 
tract, would be made public land, which, at the 
lowest price, would bring the Government || 
$75,000. He then read the following extract || 
from the treaty of August 4, 1824, which he con- || 
tended was the governing article on the subject of || 
this boundary line. 

“Art. 1. The Sac and Fox tribes or nations of Indians, 
by their deputations in councilassembled, do hereby agree, | | 
in consideration of certain sums of money, &c., to be paid |} 
to the said Sac and Fox tribes by the Government of the 
United States, as hereinafter stipulated, to cede and forever 
quit claim, and do,in behalf of their said tribes or nations, 
hereby cede, relinquish, and forever quit claim, unto the 
United States, ali right, title, interest, and claim to the 
Jands which the said Sac and Fox tribes have or claim 
within the limits of the State of Missouri, which are situ- | 
ated, lying, and being between the Mississippi and Mis- 
souri rivers, and a line running from the Missouri, at the || 
entrance of Kansas river, north one hundred miles, to the || 
northwest corner of the State of Missouri, and from thence || 
east to the Mississippi; it being understood that the smal! 
tract of land lying between the rivers Des Moines and the 
Mississippi, and the section of the above line between the 
Mississippi and the Des Moines is intended for the use of | 
the half-breeds belonging to the said Sac and Fox nations; | 
they holding it, however, by the same title, and in the same | 
manner, that other Indian titles are held.’ 

Mr. D. scouted the idea which was advanced 
in the report accompanying this bill from the 
Senate, that the vendees of the half-breeds had a | 
vested right to the lands embraced within the 

resent recognized line. They, as purchasers, | 

ad aright to all the lands south of an east (wich || 

. . | 

always meant a due east) line from the point one | 
hundred miles north of the mouth of the Kansas 
river, and between the Des Moines and Missis- 
sippi rivers, and not, in his humble estimation, 
to any more. 

The gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Davis,] || 
who was now present, would bear him witness || 
that he had not expressed any opinion or wish || 
concerning this line until after the report and biil || 

. | 
were before the House during the last Congress; || 
but now that the hopes and expectations of his | 








constituents residing on the upper part of this || 


tract of land had been excited with the prospect 
of obtaining a title to their humes from the Gov- 


be recreant to his duty, were his voice not to be 
raised in their behalf. 
House was in possession of the facts, that the | 
motion to reconsider would prevail, and the law 
of the 3d of March last would not be repealed. 
Mr. RATHBUN made some remarks in oppo- | 
sition to the reconsideration, and in favor of the | 


| 
| 
| 
j 
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| ing the President’s objections? 
| tution required the yeas and nays on it. 
bill; after which I} 
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Mr. ©. JOHNSON referred to the clause of 
the Constitution which directs that when a bill 
shall be returned to that branch of Congress in 


|| which it originated, with the President’s objec- 


tions, the objections shall forthwith be entered 
on the Journal, and the House shall proceed to 
reconsider the bill. 

After some conversation between Mr. BAR- 
NARD and others, in which Mr. Barnanp de- 


| sired Mr. Seymour, of New York, to withdraw 
| the motion for the previous question, 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, assented, pro- 
vided Mr. Barnnarp would renew it. 

Mr. BARNARD declined. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, said the mo- 
tion which he had made, he believed, was in strict 
conformity with the precedents which might be 


|| found in the former practice of the House. He 


called the previous question. 

Mr. BARNARD claimed the floor, on the 
ground that he had addressed the Chair, and been 
recognized, before the previous question was de- 


|| manded. 


° e | 
After some conversation upon this point, 
Mr. BARNARD gave way; and the previous 


| question was seconded, and the main question 
| ordered to be now put. 


A question arose as to what the main question 
really was. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Boyp in the 
chair) decided that the question would be on the 
postponement of the consideration of the message 
until Thursday. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE dissented from this opin- 


| ion of the Chair, and took an appeal. 


Mr. WHITE also denied the correctness of 
the decision. ; 

After some conversation upon this point, (the 
Speaker having resumed the occupancy of the 
chair, 

The SPEAKER concurred with the opinions 
expressed by Messrs. Dromeoote and Wuirte, 


| that the question would be on the passage of the 


bill, as directed by the Constitution—a majority 
of two thirds being required to pass the bill in 
opposition to the objections of the President. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the main question was ordered to 
be now put. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, called the at- 


| tention of the Chair to the fact that the previous 


occupant of the chair [Mr. Boyp} had decided 
that the main question would be upon the post- 
ponement of the consideration of the message 
and bill; and that it was upon the faith of that 
decision that he had moved the prevous question; 
and he hoped, therefore, that the motion to recon- 
sider would prevail. The motion which he had 


|| made was in strict conformity to the precedent 
|| established by the Elouse. 
ernment of their country, he felt that he would 


The question was then put on reconsidering 


| the vote by which the main question was ordered; 
He trusted, now that the | 


and decided in the negative—ayes forty-four; noes 
not counted, 

The SPEAKER then said that the next ques- 
tion would be, * Shall the bill pass, notwithstand- 
?’? and the Consti- 


The question was then taken on the passage of 


Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous question; || the bill, by yeas and nays; and deeided in the 


which was seconded by the House. | 
The main question being ordered, it was taken, | 
and decided in the negative. | 


7 7 Barnard, Milton 
HARBORS AND RIVERS. | Brown, Buffington, Jeremiah E. Cary, Carroll, Catlin, 


| negative—there not being two thirds voting in the 


affirmative—yeas 103, nays 84; as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Baker, 
| 


srown, William J. Brown, Jeremiah 


A message from the President of the United || Causin, Chilton, Clineh, Cotlamer, Cranston, Dana, Dar- 
| 


States was delivered by Joun Tyce, jr., return- | 
ing to the House of Representatives the bill mak- | 
ing appropriations for the improvement of certain | 
harbors and rivers, with the President’s objec- 
tions. 

The message having been read, 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, said he pre- 
sumed it was not the intention of the House to 
enter, at this time, upon the consideration of the 
very important questions presented by the mes- 
sage of the President, which had just been read, 
nor to decide again upon the inerits of the bill to 
which the message referred. He therefore moved | 
that the me be entered upon the Journal of 
the House, and that the House do, on Thursday 
next, at twelve o’clock, at noon, proceed to the 
consideration of the bill and message; and upon 
this he moved the previous question. 








| ragh,Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Dellet, Dickey, 
| Douglas, Ellis, Elmer, Fish, Florence, Foot, Foster, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, Byram Green, Grider, Uardin, Harper, Hays, 
Herrick, Hubbell, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Periey B, John- 
son, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, 
| Leonard, Lyon, Marsh, McCausien, McClelland, Mell- 
vaine, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, Patterson, Phe- 
nix, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, 
Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, Robinson, Rock- 
well, Rodney, Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, Schenck, 
Senter, Severance, David L. Seymour, Albert Smith, John 
T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Spence, Stephens, Stetson, 
Andrew Stewart, Strong, Summers, Sykes, Thomasson, 
Tibbatts, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Went- 
worth, Wheaton, White, Winthrop, ang Yost—103. 
NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, 
Benton, Bidiack, Edward J. Black, James Black. Bowlin, 
Boyd, Brengle, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Augustus A. Chapman, Keuben Chap- 
man, Chappell, Clingman, Cobb, Coles, Cullom, Daniel, 
John W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dillingham, Dromgoole, 
Farlee, Ficklin, French, Hale, Hammett, Haralson, Henley, 


as 
‘2 


° 
& 
4 
é 
: 
z 
} 


elle ~eBag IE FM Pi gpg ie 


-~ 


er 


> phair 


es 





712 


James B. unt, Cave Johuson, Andrew Johnson, George || 
W. Jones, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, Ma- 
ejay, MeClernaud, MeConnell, McDowell, McKay, New- || 
ton, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Rathbun, David 8. | 
Reid, it ding, Relfe, Kheu, Ritter, Roberts, Saunders, | 
Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas | 
Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, 
Tucker, Weller, Williams, Woodward, and Joseph A. 
Wrigtt—sA. 


So the bill was rejected. 


NAVY PENSION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. BRENGLE, the House re- | 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Hamutw in the chair.) | 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to take up the bill 
to establish a naval depot at Memphis, Tennes- | 
see. | 

Mr. McKAY said there was an appropriation || 
bill on the table, which bad the preference over | 
all other bills, and he would move to take it up; 
being the bill making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of Navy pensions for the year 1845. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON acquiesced in the motion of | 
the gentleman from North Carolina, saying he | 
would move to take up the Memphis depot bill, | 
when the appropriation bill was disposed of. | 

The Navy pension appropriation bill was then | 
taken up and read. 

Mr. PARMENTER offered an amendment | 
appropriating $18,000 for arrears of privateer pen- | 
sions which have not been paid in consequence of 
the exhaustion of the privateer pension fund by 
the previous legislation of Congress. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. VANCE offered an amendment appropri- | 
ating $105,000 to pay for the improvements of the 
W yandott Indians, in accordance with the treaty | 
of bandushy, of August 25, 1842. | 

Mr. C. JOHHSON objected that the amend- 
ment was not in order. i} 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment || 
was not in order, it having no connection with the |) 
bill before the House. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported. 


NAVAL DEPOT AT MEMPHIS. 


On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, the com- | 
mittee next took up the'bill establishing a naval 
depot at Memphis, Tennessce. 

ir. HAMMETT said he regretted very much | 
that a severe headache would prevent him from | 
addressing the committee this evening; and he | 
hoped the friends of the bill would consent to its | 
| 

! 

| 


being informally laid aside till to-morrow. He 
pledged himself then to call it up, and go on with it. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON suggested that, if the bill | 
was reported to the House, the gentleman could || 
be heard on it before taking the question; and he | 
was sure that that privilege would not be denied 
him. 

Mr. HAMMETT replied that there was an || 
amendment pending which he wished to discuss; || 
and thegentleman knew thatall amendments were || 
discussed in Committee of the Whole. He again |} 
urged ason the friends of the bill to lay it aside | 
informally till to-morrow. 

Some conversation followed. | 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to postpone the further || 
consideration of the bill, and take up the next one 
on the Calendar. 

The question was put on the postponement 
moved by Mr. Hovsrow, and rejected. 

The bill was then laid axide, to be reported. || 

Mr. MURPHY moved that the committee take || 
up the bill (No. 285) to provide for the appoint- || 


ment of an assistant collector at Brooklyn, New 
York. 


The motion was disagreed to. 
Mr.“HOUSTON moved that the committee | 








take up the graduation and preémption bill. 
This motion being rejected, 
Mr. BRENGLE moved that the committee take || 
up Senate bill No. 114, being ** An act assenting || 
to an act of the Legislature of Virginia entited an 
act to amend the act incorporating the Chesapeake || 
| 





and Ohio Canal Company.” 
The motion was not agreed to. ¥ 
Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the committee | 
take up Seiate bill No. 365, being a bill amend- || 
atory of the act to provide for liquidating and pay- || 
ing certain claims of the State of Virginia, ap- 
proved July 5, 1852. H 
Mr. PBELL moved that the committee || 


|| fering Democracy. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


me 
Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, men Hughes, Hungerford, | 


take up the Senate bill No. 86, being ** An act to 
extend the charters of the District banks.”’ 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved to take up 
the Cumberland road bill. 

The CHAIRMAN put the question first on the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 


| Dromcoote,] and it was negatived. 


DISTRICT BANKS. 


The CHAIRMAN put the question on the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
CamMPsBeELt.|} 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Grinne.i 
and Vinton were appointed; and having taken 


|, the vote, they reported—ayes 71, noes 47, 


So the committee took up the bill from the 
Senate entitled ** An actto extend the charters of 
the District banks.”’ 

The Clerk read the bill at length; and having 


|, again read the first section, 


Mr. CARY, of Maine, obtained the floor; but 
gave way for 


Mr. TUCKER, who submitted a substitute for 


the entire bill, which was read by the Clerk for | 


the information of the committee. 
Mr. CARY, of Maine, then proceeded toaddress 
the committee; and in the course of his speech he 


| gave a history of the proceedings of the District 


banks, spoke generally of the evil influences and 
acts of the banks and the banking system, and 
opposed the recharter of these banks by the bill 
before the committee. 

Mr. CAUSIN addressed the committee in fa- 
vor of the bill, making a very strenuous appeal 


|| tothe justice of the House on behalf ofthe banks. 


Mr. HOLMES rose, he said, in behalf of a suf- 
{A eae) Yes, a suffering 

Democracy within this ten miles square. He de- 
picted the injury that was inflicted upon the labor- 
ing classes of this District by the suspension of 
the banks two ycars ago, when it was proposed 
to permit their charters to expire. Refuse to re- 
charter the banks, and you place the people of 


,| this District in the hands of brokers, who extract 


from their hard earnings by the process of double 


| loaning. 


Mr. PRATT offered the following, asan amend- 


ment to the pending amendment: 
' An act authorizing the business of banking in the District 


of Columbia. 

Sec. 1]. Any individual or association may deposit in 
the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, stocks of the 
United States bearing an interest of not less than five per 
cent., to be held in trust for the payment of such obligations 
as may be registered and countersigned by the Treasury 
ee on account of any such individual or associa- 
tion. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Treasury—upon the filing 
of a certificate of an individual or association, stating who 


| the individual Is, or who the associates are, and upon the 


deposit of an amount of money sufficient to defray the 
expenses—shall cause to be engraved circulating notes of 


|| convenient denominations, not less than five dollars ; and 


when stocks tothe amount of $100,000 shall be deposited 
the individual or association may receive registered and 


| countersigned notes to an equal amount. 


Sec. 3. Such notes shall be payable to bearer on demand, 
and shall designate the place of business of the individual 
or association. Such notes may be made payable in any of 
the cities out of the District of Columbia; but this shall 


| not exonerate such individual or association from redeem- 


ing at the place of businessin the District, as well as at the 
place of payment mentioned in the notes. If such notes 


| shall be protested for non-payment, either at the place made | 
payable, or at the place of business, and remain unre- |; 
deemed in the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury for | 


ten days, the deposited stocks of such individual or asso- 
ciation shall be sold, at the discretion of the Secretary, the 


whole or a part, within thirty days thereafter, and the notes | 


countersigned by the Treasury Department, of such indi- 
vidual or association, redeemed from the proceeds. If the 
said protested notes shall be redeemed within the ten days 
two and a half per cent. damages shall be added, two per 
cent. of which shall go to the party protesting, and one half 
of one per cent. to the Department. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary of the Treasury shall pay the in- 
terest on the stock held on deposit of each individual banker 
or association as he reccives it, unless he has reason to be- 
lieve that it is necessary to retain it for the safety of the 
holders of countersigned notes. The notes, if issued to an 
individual, shall be signed by such individuxl, who shall be 
individually liable for any amount not covered by the stocks 
held in trust for their security. The notes of associations 
may be signed by officers, but each and every aseociation 
shall be individually liable for any amount not covered by 
the stocks held in trust; and fn case an associate dissolves 
his connection with any association by sale or abandon- 
ment, his liability shall not cease short of eighteen months 
from such time. Every association shall make a quarterly 
report to the ee gf of the Treasury, which shall be 
verified by the oath of the cashier, president, and book- 
keeper. Such report shall sect forth: 1. The name and 
residence and amount in interest of each associate. 2. 
The capital of the association. 3. The assets of the asso- 
ciation, specifying what they consist of. 4. The liabilities 
of the asyociation, specifying the kind and character. 


June 12 


|| See. 5. If such individtal or association shal} 
|| ceiving countersigned notes, issue notes not counte 
|| intended or adapted for circulation as money, such ina’ 
|, vidual, or, if'an association, such members as cannot di. 
|| indubitable proof of their innocence, shall be indicteq 

| and punished by fineand imprisonment, at the diserg 
| the court. But such individual or association may selj q 

| made payable to order, and issue certificates of de rafts 
| both of which shall be on ordinary writing posite 
' 


» After ra, 


i} 
i 


| 

| ’ 
cuted that there shall be no fesembiance t 1 oon 

|| signed notes: Provided, however, Such drafts shall be pay. 
able at sight, and without interest. pay- 

| Sec. 6. ee, reserves the right to amend or repeal 

| this act ; but those who commence business under jt shalt 

have three years to close their business, after the 

|| of any act repealing the above provisions of the act entitled 

|| “ An act authorizing the business of banking in the District 

of Columbia.” 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, should the See. 
retary of the T'reasury, or other officers of Government, 
\| deposit public funds in any of tho banks chartered by thi 

act, such banks shall assign an average amount of Govern. 
| ment or other satisfactory security. 


| While the Clerk was reading the amendment 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the 
| 
! 





committee rise, remarking that members would 
then have an opportunity of reading it themselves, 

The motion was negatived. 

The debate was continued by Mr, CARY, of 
Maine. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, again moved that 
the committee rise. 

Tellers were appointed; who reported eighty. 
one votes in the affirmative; noes not counted, 

The committee rose and reported the Navy 
pension bill, and the bill toestablish a navy-yard 
and depot at Memphis, Tennessee. 


| POSTAGE——-FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


|| Mr. HAMMETT moved that the House ad. 
journ; but withdrew the motion at the request of 














Mr. HOPKINS, who reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads the bill 
to reduce the rates of postage, to regulate the 
franking privilege, &c., without amendment, with 
a recommendation that it be rejected. 


NAVY PENSION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House took up 
the bill making appropriations for Navy pensions, 
which had just been reported from the Committee 
of the Whole, and the amendments made in com- 
mittee being concurred in, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed, and then read the third time, and 
passed. 


CLOSE OF DEBATE. 


Mr. CAMPBELL offered a resolution that all 
debate on the bill to charter the District banks 
shall cease at twelve o’clock to-morrow; and thai 
the committee shall then proceed to vote on the 
amendments; after which, the bill shall be reported 
| to the House. 

Pending this question, the House adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members presenting them : 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The petition of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying for such alteration in the 
naturalization laws as will make a residence of twenty-one 
years a prerequisite for naturalization. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: The petition of Charles 

Bracken, of Iowa county, Territory of Wisconsin, asking 
|| the passage of an act of Congress granting him the privi- 
lege of locating the west half of the northeast quarter of 

section thirty-three, in township four, north of range three 
|| east, in the district of land subject to sale at Mineral Point 
Wisconsin Territory, by the payment of one dollar and 

twenty-five cents per acre for said tract of land ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. PAYNE: The petition of certain citizens of New- 
bern, Alabama, praying compensation for a vessel owned 
bp their ancestor, Joseph Borden, which was captured by 
French cruisers, and the Government of France released 
from all obligation to make indemnity for the same. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, June 12, 1844. 


|| Mr. HUGER presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of citizens of Lancaster district, and the 
eoseeditige of a meeting of citizens of Geo 
town, South Carolina, in favor of the annexation 
of Texas to the United States; which were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 
Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
a number of citizens of Philadelphia, asking for 
an extension of the period for naturalization of 


foreigners to twenty-one years 


Mr. ARCHER presented a similar memorial 
from citizens of Philadelphia county. : 
The memorials were referred to the Committee 
udiciary 
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jarge meeting of the citizens of the counties of 1 
igcoln and Catawba, in North Carolina, in favor || 
of the annexation of ‘Texas to the United States; || 
ghich were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a petition from the 
gssistant messengers in the Post Office Depart- 
nent, asking for an increase of compensation; | 
yhich was referred tothe Committee on the Post 
ofice and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, with an amendment, the bill enti- | 
ded “An act for the relief of Lucinda Geesey, 
widow of Valentine Geesey, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. W., the previous orders of 
the day were pane, and the above bill was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
the amendment agreed to. It was then reported | 
to the Senate, read the third time, and passed. | 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, reported back, withoutamendment, || 
the House bill for the relief of the heirs of Eben- || 
wer Moore, and with a recommendation that it | 
do pass. {| 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, || 
reported back, with sundry amendments, the bill || 
from the House making appropriations for the | 
cvil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1845. 

The amendments were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. E. gave notice that he would call up this 
bill to-morrow. 


| 
Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Roads 
| 











and Canals, reported back, without amendment, 
the bill to grant a portion of the public lands to 
the State of Illinois, to aid in the completion of 
the [Illinois and Michigan canal. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the pe- | 
tition of the heirs of Erastus Brown, praying to 
be allowed permission to locate certain militar 
land warrants; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, ‘from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, the 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Hyacinth Las- 
selle; and also the bill for the reliet of Isaac F. 
Ketchum. 

BRITISH PRESUMPTION. 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 
lutions; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 

uested to inform the Senate whether the Parliament of 

reat Britain has d any act extending its criminal 
jurisdiction to the United States so as to subject any por- 
tion of their citizens, or persons within their limits, to its 
penalties for acts done within the same, and to comuni- 
cate acopy of said act, if any such there be, together with 
any information he may possess as to the means which may 
have been adopted to carry its provisions into effect. 

Resolved, ‘That he be also requested to inform the Senate 
whether the Government of Great Britain has issued cir- 
culars to its diplomatic or consular agents to collect inform- 
ation as to the condition of any portion of our population ; 
and, if so, to transinit to the Senate a copy thereof, if in 
his possession, together with any information he may pos- 
sess as to the object of issuing the same. 


Mr. W. said he held in his hand what pur 
pu to be a copy of an act of the British Par- 
iament, dated the 24th of August, 1843, which 
extended the act of fifth George LV. in relation to 
tha laws on the abolition of slavery and slave 
trade inGreat Britain. That act provided for the 
infliction of certain penalties on persons residing 
within Great Britain and her colonies in relation 
to the sale, transfer, or purchase of slaves, or tak- 
ing of mortgages on the same; and inflicts various 
penalties, from a fine of a very large amount to 
imprisonment fora period not exceeding seven 
years. This act then proceeds to apply the pro- 
visions of the act of fifth George IV. to the sub- 
Jects of Great Britain wheresoever residing. 

. The act of fifth George IV., provides: *‘ That 
it shall not be lawful (except in such special cases 
as are hereinafter rere for any person to 
deal or trade in, purchase, sell, barter, or transfer, 
or to contract for the dealing, or trading in, pur- 
chase, sale, barter, or transfer of slaves, &c.’’ 
The exceptions referred to in this act are desig- 
nated in the thirteenth section, and exempt from 
the provisions of the act the purchase and sale of 
slaves ‘*‘ within any island, colony, &c., belong- 
ing to or in the possession of his Majesty, in case 
such purchase, sale, &c., shall be made with the 
true intent of employing or working such slave 


This act, then, of George LV. did not apply, first, 
to persons residing out of the British dominions; | 
nor second, to persons residing in such islands | 


Mr. HAYWOOD presented the proceedings of || within such and the same island, colony, &c.” | 


and colonies of Great Britain where slavery was || 
ermitted. Nextcame this act of the British Par- || 


iament of the 24th August, 1843, which extends | 


all these provisions as to the sale and purchase of || 


slaves ‘to British subjects wheresoever residing | 
or being, and whether within the dominions of 
the British Crown, or of any foreign country;” 
and inflicts various punishment on the offenders, 


from heavy fines to transportation and imprison- |) 


ish Parliament? or is it his purpose to pass on 
the propriety or impropriety of that nation en- 
acting a law regulating the conduct of her own 
citizens? If he could show any proof of a design 
on the part of Great Britain to go into and regu- 
late the physical and moral condition of natural- 
ized citizens of the United States, then there might 
be some ground for inquiry. The law is intended 
to operate upon British subjects; which term does 
not apply to naturalized citizens of the United 
States. Ifthe British Government offered such 
an insult to the President of the United States, 
by transmitting to him information of such an 


ment for many years, and provides for their trial || intention on the part of Great Britain, he sup- 


by British courts whenever these offenders can be | 
apprehended. Here, then, is something new in 
the history of the law of nations. Here is an at- 
tempt on the part of Great Britain to do what she 


| 


| 


| 


»osed the President and Secretary of State would 
eee since have communicated that fact to Con- 
gress. If the information called for be in the 
possession of the Executive, what do we want 


did before the 4th of July, 1776—to extend her || with it, unless some practical good could come 


laws and jurisdiction within the limits of the Uni- 
ted States, as regards those whom she chooses to 
call her subjects, in which class we know she re- 
gards naturalized citizens of the United States, 
who were once her subjects. She extends her 
criminal law within our jurisdiction for the trans- 
fer, purchase, or mortgage of slaves to secure a 
debt, as a high penal offense, even when done | 
within the limits of any one of the States of this 
Union. It is one of the most daring and insolent 
violations of the law of nations known in the his- 
tory of the world, by which, if any wno happened | 
to be born in British dominions have purchased | 
or held slaves, or taken them as security for the | 
ayment of debt, or a mortgage on them in the | 
Crited States, and should be arrested on British 
soil, they would be subject to fine and imprison- | 
ment. Now, sir,!I confess, when I read the state- 





i 


ald, and subsequently in the Commercial Bulletin, | 
a highly respectable Whig paper, [could scareely | 
believe it. ‘The Bulletin says: | 


‘That this system of espionage (as to our slaves) was 


organized and going on, we were assured last July by the | 
New York Herald, in the following paragraph: ‘The em- | 


issaries of Britain were never more active than now. We 
have in ourhand a circular of the Britis Governinent.signed 
by Lord Aberdeen, and addressed to all its commercial and 
other agents in this country, requiring the most minute in- 
formation in relation to slaves and slavery in all its details ; 


masters ; their general character, treatment, propcusitics,’ ”” 
&e. 


The Bulletin adds: 


** The people of this country found it difficult at that time 


to believe that anything so audacious should be undertaken, | 


even by the insolent and crafty Government of Great Brit- 
ain; and so these repeated asseverations of the Herald re- 
ceived but little credence. For ourselves, we expressed 
at the time our doubts, &c. Within a short time, how- 
ever, we have received information which enables us to 
state, as we do most positively, that nearly a year ago, cir- 
culars of the kind indicated in the above paragraphs from 
the New York Herald were issued to the British consuls 


in all the ports of the southern States, directing minute | at any rate, feel inclined to feel excessively 
: 


inquiries to be instituted into everything that concerns the 
relation of master and slave in the United States. ‘These 
circulars, or some.of them at least, have been answered ; 
the inquiries made, the espionage instituted as directed, 
and the home Government informed of the particulars.”’ 


Now, Mr. President, I have also in my hands 
a letter from a highly respectable gentleman from 
New Orleans, informing me that the British chargé 
to Texas, in a late visit to that place, was indus- 
triously engaged in making those inquiries. Now, 
I make a call on the President of the United States 
to communicate copies of these circulars, and all 
the communication received by the executive de- 
partment on the subject. I wish to see these cir- 
culars which have been kept a secret, and only 
came out by accident, which Great Britain is said 
to have addressed or issued to her consuls here 
to carry into effect this act of Parliament. I wish 
to have all these facts, in order that the count 
may know what Great Britain is doing on this 
subject. I express the hope that, if that Govern- 
ment dared to issue such circulars to her consuls 
here, they would all be dismissed from office, and 
no others ived, unless that Government dis- 
avow the issue of such circulars. If there was 
no objection, he hoped the resolution, which was 
one of inquiry merely, would be permitted to 

ss now. 

Mr. JARNAGIN said, suppose the informa- 
tion be as the Senator from Mississippi asserts it 
to be: what legislative action does he propose to 
found upon it? If it is so, does that Senator in- 
tend to introduce a proposition into the Co 
of the United States to repeal the law of the Brit- 


| 


| 


| 





i} 


in 


out of it when produced here? He could not see 
what the information Was wanted for, unless to 
produce excitement and bitterness of feeling to- 
wards England, of which there was a great deal 


ow. 

Mr. WALKER said he was very much sur- 
prised at the opposition of the Senator from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jarnacin,] to this resolution. It 
was a mere resolution of inquiry, a call for in- 


| formation, which usually passed without objec- 
i 


tion. But the Senator says he is opposed to the 
agitation of this subject. Thisisstrange. This 
billdenounces as criminal an institution authorized 
by the State of Tennessee; but this is not all; it 
extends the criminal jurisdiction of England into 
the State of Tennessee; and if any of its citizens, 
residing in that State, who~had been born in the 


| British dominions, held, or sold, or purchased 
ments made on this subject in the New York Her- || 


a slave in Tennessee, or took a mortgage upon a 
slave to secure a debt, he was subject to fine and 
imprisonment as a felon, if at any time he could 
be caught within any portion of the British do- 
minions. The Senator says the term “ British 
subjects’? may not include naturalized citizens, 
but all the British tribunals had decided other- 
wiseyand were the bill (as it was not) confined 
to resident aliens, it was still an extension of the 
British criminal laws into the United States: as 


( | such, it was a flagrant violation of the law of 
the physical force of the negroes; their relations to their |! 


nations, a gross insult to the people of the United 
States, a denunciation of acts done within the lim- 
its of the States of this Union, and authorized by 


‘| the laws of those States as criminal and felonious, 


| 


| 


and intended also to destroy the value of this 
property throughoutthe Union. Letus have the 
facts, and then we can speak of the remedy. 
Mr. JARNAGIN said he did not feel alarmed 
that any such course as was . page by the 
Senator from Mississippi would be taken by the 
authorities of Great Britain in reference to the 
| naturalized citizens in Tennessee. He did not, 
alarmed until such of our citizens were arrested 
and in danger of having the penalty of sucha 
| law inflicted upon them. If any one of the nat- 
uralized citizens of Tennessee, or any other part 
of the Union, should go to Canada, or within 
British jurisdiction, and those authorities determ- 
ine that it was impossible for him to expatriate 
himself, and that he was still a British subject, 
and arrest and inflict the penalties of this law 
upon him, he would inform the Senator from 
ississippi that the people of Tennessee would 
be ready to act with a promptnéss and energy 
becoming the occasion, in defense of the rights 
of this naturalized citizen, and the rights and 
honor of the United States. Mr. J. spoke at 
some length to show that there was no propri- 
ety for the adoption of the resolution; that we 
should not interfere with any theoretical right set 
up by England to pass a law of the kind alluded 
to, but to act whenever she attempted to enforce 
it. He thought they had better spend their time 
| in investigating actual violations of our rights by 
| that Power (of which there were many) than in 
| investigating and protesting _ presumptive 
or theoretical rights. He did not think, how- 
ever, the law was intended to have the interpre- 
tation given it by the Senator from Mississippi. 
Mr. ARCHER said he required .more time to 
examine the matter, and that the Senate should 
have time for examining it before acting on it in 
any way. He therefore moved to lay it on the 
| table. He would, probably, on some other oc- 
| casion, concur in aking ep. 
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Mr. WALKER said if the Senator from Vir- 
ginia would call it up again to-morrow, he would 
agree that it should lie upon the table. 
he would ask for the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to lay on the table. 

Mr. ARCHER said he would not pledge him- 
self to any such thing, If the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi will withdraw the yeas and nays, he can 
call the resolutions up to-morrow, and have the 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

Mr. WALKER said he would do so, if Sen- 
ators would agrce to call the resolutions up to- 
morrow. 

Mr. DAYTON said he, for one, would vote 
against taking them up. 

Mr. McDU FFIE inquired of the Chair whether, 
under the rule, the resolutions did not lie on the 
table, and would come up, as a matter of course, 
to-morrow ? 

The PRESIDENT said the resolutions would 
have laid over one day under the rule, but they 





had been entertained by general consent. How- | 


ever, they could lie over, under the rule, if the 
yeas and nays were withdrawn. 

Mr. WALKER withdrew the call for the yeas 
and nays; and the resolutions, therefore, lic over 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, ask leave to withdraw a joint resolution 


for the amendment of the Constitution of the || 


United States, in relation to the election of Presi- 
dent and Vice President. 

The bill from the House entitled ‘* An act to 
direct the President of the United States to ex- 
»08e to sale the reserved lead mines of the United 
States in the State of Illinois and Territories ef 
Wisconsin and lowa,’’ was read twice, and, on 
motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 
The joint resoltion explanatory of the act 


making nageeprennne for the relief of revolu- || 
rer pensioners of the United States || 


tionary and ot 


for the fiseal year ending the 30th June, 1845, || claimants under the Cherokee treaty of 1836 was 


was read the third time, and passed. 
ANNUITIES TO STOCKBRIDGES. 
The bill making appropriation for the payment 


If not, | 


| 
} 
i 


| 









salaries of the other land offices. 
moved to strike out that provision of the bill. 
The question was put; and it was agreed to. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for é 
| a third reading; which being done, it was subse- } for his expenses of emi 
quently read the third time, and passed. 

PAY OF CLAIMS. 


|| Onmotion of Mr. HENDERSON, the previous 





| orders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 


izing the Secretary of State to liquidate certain 


| April, 1814. 


|| Mr. HAYWOOD opposed the bill, on the 
| ground that it transferred to another board the 


'| volved in the bill. 
|| the most competent bod 


| right to decide upon the equity of the claim in- 
He argued that Congress was 
to decide upon it. 


Messrs. WALKER and HENDERSON showed 


|| that the bill was intended for the purpose of car- 


j 


rying out the provisions of a previous law of | 


| Congress. The previous board decided upon all 
the claims, amounting to some seven hundred 


| thousand dollars, except those provided for in 
| this bill, which were omitted for the want of evi- 
| dence. ‘The evidence required had been procured. 


| 


The question being on the engrossment of the 
bi 


ll, 
Mr. HAYWOOD demanded the yeas and nays, 


|| which were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
| 


| 
| 
| 
} 


of certain arrearages of annuities to the Stock- | 


bridge tribe of Indians was read the third time, | 


and passed, 
WALTER 8. ALEXANDER. 


The bill for the relief of Walter S. Alexander 
and others was read the third time, and passed. 


LAND SALES IN LOUISIANA. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and tle bill to 
recognize the sale of lands in Louisiana in cer- 
tain cases, and for other purposes, was taken u 
as in Committee of the V “ba on certain amend- 
ments reported from the Committee on Public 
Lands. The amendments having been agreed to, 
the bill was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. WHITE opposed that part of the bill 
giving an increase ef salary in the land offices in 
the districts named. He was opposed to giving 
the land officer in that district a greater salary | 
than was given to land officers in other States, 

Mr. JOHNSON said the bill did not, in fact, | 
increase the salary of the land officer in the New | 
Orleans district. His salary now, including the | 
dollar he receives for the issuing 
was about $1,000 per annum. The bill, though 
it gave an addition of $500 to his salary, ex- | 
pressly provided that the officer shall not receive | 
the dollar on each patentdelivered, which amount- | 
ed to about $500 perannum. The increase of | 
salary was intended to be in lieu of that perqui- | 
site. It was necessary, however, that the salary | 
of that officer should S higher than was paid to | 
like officers in the western States, where the ex- | 
pense of living was much less. All the officers | 
in New Orleans, the judges and other officers of | 
the United States, in consequence of the high | 


price of the markets and house rents, &c., re- || 


ceived greater salaries than like officers in some 


of the other States. | priety in this introduction of the business of the || 
Mr. BREESE said the salaries to the land of- || 


of each patent, || 


| 
' 





yeas 19, nays 13. 
The bili was accordingly engrossed, and sub- 


| sequently read the third ume, and passed. 


SETII M. LEAVENWORTH. 
On motion of Mr. WHITE, the bill for the 


_ relief of Seth M. Leavenworth was taken up as 


in Committee of the Whole, considered, reported 
to the Senate, read the third time, and passed. 


CHEROKEE CLAIMANTS. 
The joint resolution for the relief of certain 


lt provided that the Secretary of 


paid, the several sums found due to claimants 
under the Cherokee treaty of 1836, upon the cer- 
tificates issued, or that may be issued, by the 


|| board of commissioners appointed in pursuance 
|| of the seventeenth article of the treaty, out of the 
'| unexpended balance of appropriations made for 


| the payment of such claims, upon the presenta- 
| ton of said certificate. 


Mr. JARNAGIN explained that, in transport- 
ing the Cherokees west in 1835, certain charges 
were incurred for their subsistence and convey- 


| ance, under an agent for their emigration, who 
| was authorized to issue certificates to such or the 
| Indians as undertook to emigrate themselves. 


|| According to an arrangement for this purpose, 


| twenty dollars was allowed for the transportation 





| of the 


expenses of each, and $33 334 for subsistence on 


| the route; and when an Indian applied for this 


allowance to the agent, ifthe latter <p of the 
application, a certificate was given to him entitling 
him to that amount on reaching his destination 
at the western location of the nation. It so hap- 
pened that numbers of those certificates remained 
unpaid in consequence of some alleged difficulty 
of identification. He moved to amend the reso- 
lution 7 adding a provision, that the Secretar 

reasury be ordered to pay these certifi- 
cates of the agent of emigration, (Mr. Nat Smith,) 
on satisfactory evidence of the amount due on 
each, and on proof of the emigration of the In- 
dian, to whom delivered by the agent. 

Mr. WHITE suggested an amendment to the 
amendment, referring to the allowance specified 
in the treaty. 

Mr. JARNAGIN assented to the modification. 

Mr. HAY WOOD urged the Senator from Ten- 
nessce not to press hisamendment. The resolu- 
tion itself simply called for the execution of the 
provisions of the treaty by the commissioners 
appointed for the purpose. There was no pro- 


agent which the exechitive officers of the Govern- 


fices were uniform throughout the country. He || ment were competent toadjust. He was in favor 
was opposed to making any distinction between || of the resolution, but not of the introduction of 
them in point of salary. If there was an increase || this new class of claims. 


made in the salary of that officer, they would be | 


Mr. WRIGHT, knowing very little of this 
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plagued session after session for an increase of the | matter, for information, inquired if these con; 
He therefore || cates were issued in antici 


took up for consideration, as in Committee of the || 
Whole, the bill supplementary to the act author- || 


claims therein mentioned, passed the 18th day of || 


June 12 


tion of th 4 
|| of such Indians as they applied to. eae 
“they certified that if the individual trangpo%t 
| himself, he would be entitled to so much = ted 
tion. — 
|| Mr. JARNAGIN explained that such 
|| case; and at some length, he described the dian 
| culties which the Indians encountered on ap ii. 
'| cation for the money. = 
Mr. WRIGHT now understood the matter 
The certificate was given to the Indian that if he 
transported himself, he would be entitled to 5 
| much money; but many of them did not emigrate 
and would there not be an opening for fraud if 
| the certificates got into the hinds of other persons 
| than of those for whom they were intended, 
Mr. JARNAGIN explained that such a case 
could not occur, as those going were enrolled and 
| the rolls transmitted with them. 
| Mr. WHITE said the treaty provided tha 
| those capable of transporting themselves should, 
_ if approved by the agent, be entitled to do so; and 
| the rates of allowance for this purpose were fixed 
| upon as described. The Secretary of the Treas. 
| 





ury, finding the certificates in the hands of third 

parties, took the ground that they were not nego. 
| tiable, and did not pay them. 

Mr. HAYWOOD still hoped the Senator from 
| Tennessee would not embarrass the resolution by 
| his amendment. It was in the power of the Sec. 
| retary of the Treasury to settle these certificates 
| upon their own merits. 

Mr. JARNAGIN said, as the impression was 
| that it would encumber the resolution, he would 
withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. WHITE, in view of amendments he would 
| offer, made a general statement of the present con- 
dition of thefund. By this statement, it appeared 
that the original appropriation, under the Chero- 
kee treaty, was $6,000,000, all of which had been 
discus except $227,000; and of this balance, 
$89,000 had been awarded to claimants already by 








the board of commissioners, from which, how- 


' || ever, $16,000 was suspended by the Department. 
| taken up for consideration as in Committee of | 
| the Whole. 


‘| the Treasury be directed to 


Against the remainder of the $227,000, (about one 


|| hundred and thirty thousand dollars,) there were 
ay, or cause to be | 


claims yet to be adjusted, amounting to $450,000. 
The object of his amendments would be, not to 





tificates, but one third, deferring the remainder til! 
the final report of the commissioners was made, 
stating the amount of claims awarded against the 
| undisposed balance of the fund. ¢ 
| Mr. HAYWOOD called the attention of the 
Senate to the words of the seventeenth section of 
the treaty of 1836: 

All the claims arising under or provided for in the ar 
ticles of this treaty, shall be examined and adjusted by 
commissioners, such as shall be appointed by the President 
of the United States for that purpose ; and their decision 
shall be final; and on their certificates of the amount due 


to the several claimants, they shall be paid by the United 
States.’ 


| 
Nothing, he conceived could be more clear or 


| 
} 
! 
j 
| 
| 
pay the whole amount of the commissioners’ cer- 





conclusive than this. The Senate had only to 
pass this resolution, saying the certificates thus 
given in conformity with the treaty shall be paid. 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked, for information, 
what would be the last three days of the ses- 
sion? 

Mr. WOODBURY asked what was the pend- 
ing amendment? 

The PRESIDENT, to the first question, an- 
swered that Friday, Saturday, and Monday, would 
be the last three days; and, tothe latter question, 
he answered that the last amendment offered had 
been withdrawn. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that it appeared 
to-morrow would be the last day in which bills 
of the Senate could be sent to the House. It was 
desirable to economize time, and endeavor to get 
through the Calendar. He hoped the remainin 
time left for that purpose would not be exhauste 
in useless debate. 

Mr. WHITE offered his first amendment, 
which was to pay only thirty-three and a third 
per cent. of these certificates at present. 

Mr. JARNAGIN opposed the amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER suggested a modification to strike 
out the words * hereafter to be issued.” ‘ 

Mr. WHITE did not approve of this modifi- 
cation to his amendment, and it was not then 


| u . 
"Wine amendment was rejected. 
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ee, 
tif. Mr. W HITE now submitted his second amend- Beseee, Colquitt, Crittenden, Fairfield, Francis, Fulton, answered him on the spot; and, as I have no aomtoahatnte, 
oa MME grat; which was to add a proviso, as follows: || Hannegan,tiaywood, Henderson, Huger Jamagin, Lewis, || te gentleman refered os a berty to relate all that 
osed vided, It shal) appear to the satisfaction of the Pres- || madge, ‘Tappan, White, and Wri a oe ee ee ee 
red , that such certificates are for objects provided for in NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate,Clay- , Now, sir, I mean to make no repl to any por- 
ney aid treaty + ware endenien tee See ton, Dayton, Johnson, Milter Porter, Sturgeon, Walker, and tion of that publication but what relates person- 
:  Pascoloners. ridge—12. ally to myself. The insinuation as to the “‘ vica- 
8 the of . ate ae i nd So the amendment was adopted. rious’’ character which I ‘* seemed” to sustain in 
dif. On a ere a eee i. ‘4 Mr. BERRIEN moved to amend the bill by || the conversation alluded to, is wholly destitute of 
Ppli- ays. o lineres : y ? || striking out all that part which had reference to || foundation. There is not one word of truth init, 
pays 205 & ; the trial at Philadelphia, and to substitute the || Whatever the impression of that Senator [Mr. 
tter, yEAS—Messrs. Clayton, Semple, Tallmadge, and White |} Fourth for the Third Auditor. Benton] may have been at the time, nor the 
f he “NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Ben- || ‘The amendments were agreed to. slightest pretextforit. Theconversation referred 
> 80 , Berrien, mactense, Cbonte, Smee ay ee The bill, as amended, was then reported back a omg nae oe oe felt a %. 
rate, Fulton, ey uin, ‘Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce ‘Sevier’ to the Senate; the amendments were concurred in, a = ae “a a oe ri 
Mi simmons, Upham, Walker, and Wright—28. ’ |! and the bill ordered to be engrossed, and read a || P&DY: 0S Members trequ ee ane | 
Ong d boa chird tithe: from the Capitol to their bording-houses. We et 
So the amendment was rejected. were walking on the public pavements, when the Bs 
Cage Mr. SEVIER now moved his amendment, to MISSOURI AND IOWA BOUNDARY. || conversation een to turn on the subject of 3) 
and srike out the words * or which may be issued;”’ On motion of Mr. WALKER, the general or- | annexation. He advanced some of the opinions £3 
which was adopted. , ders were postponed; and the bill providing for || which he has since avowed in his speeches. The p f 
that Mr. HAYWOOD moved to insert, before the || the adjustment of the boundary Fine between || distance of our walk would not have allowed him S 3 
uld, words “ board of commissioners,”’ the word ‘sec- |} Missouri and Iowa was taken up, considered, || to advance them all. He was vehement in de- eS 
and ond.” i amended, and ordered to be engrossed, and read || nouncing the motives which had induced the 
xed Mr. WHITE would like to know why the reso- |! a third time. President to bring forward the subject, and the 
nas jution ony tothe present board, which ASA ANDREWS | secret influences —— he believed had oy 
uird is the ** third. ‘ 7 ; .. || him to do so. This latter suspicion, and the 
g0- * Mr. HAY WOOD explained that his object was On motion of Mr. CHOATE, the Senate bill || surprise which the general tenor Of his remarks 
oconfine the resolution to cases already reported. || for the relief of Asa Andrews was taken up, con- || excited, (for I had never doubted that he would 
‘om The amendment was rejected. sidered, amended so as to conform to the same |} pe warmly for it,) induced me to refer to my cor- 
by The resolution was then reported back to the principle adopted with respect to the Reeside | respondence with General Jackson on the subject. 
sec. Senate as amended; the amendments were con- claim; and was then ordered w ve engrossed, and \| 1 made this reference with the hope that, when 
ites curred in; it was ordered to be engrossed and read read a third time. he should learn that his great friend (General 
athird time; and was subsequently read the third HENRY NEWINGHAM. Jackson) was so intimately connected with the 
ay boss and passe. ‘On motion of Mr. STURGEON, the House | 10 nequtethat necountry,be would pause 
MARY REESIDE. bill for the relief of Henry Newingham was : asa J . 
: : , ae || self in opposition tothe measure. Sir, upto that 
uld Mr. BUCHANAN said he was not the father || ‘ken up, considered, read the third time, and || time {| had never stopped to consider how the 
on of the Senate—he was very thankful for that— || Passed. || question would operate on the coming presiden- 
red but he was one of the elder children, and had EXECUTIVE SESSION. | tial election; and my conversation had no refer- 
ro- some experience in that body. They had but On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate went || ence whatsoever to its influence that way. It 
en the residue of to-day and the whole of to-morrow || into executive session; and after some time spent || could not have had any such reference, for lLwas 
ce, toget through the Senate bills on the Calendar || therein, resumed legislative business, and passed || then a warm and decided friend to Mr. Van Bu- 
by which could not go to the House after that. || the bills previously ordered to be engrossed. ren’s nomination, and had done much, in my own 
w- Now, he thought they could get through all these The Senate then adjourned. | State and elsewhere, to suppress any movement 
nt. bills if gentlemen would but refrain from unneces- Sila 55a Sak || calculated to preventit. This single fact, known 
ne sary debate. He believed the next thing on the - 5 a || to hundreds, must forever exonerate me from the 
re Calendar was Mrs. Reeside’s case; he hoped the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | imputation of having aided or abetted, vicariously 
0, — would dispose of that without further Wenpnespay, June 12, 1844. | S otherwise, in getting up and sustaining this 
to elay. r »Xas for an olitical purposes. 
: . ; : ; The Journal of yesterday having been read, || 4X88 movement for any p redlygrns 
se rng Senate bil fr the relist of Mary Reeside, | Mr. STRONG slated that his name was incor | Whatever part | have taken in geting sup bas 
le Reeside, deceased, was accordingly taken u ne ce Mats rage rack sirsceapentend hambrsacti, Aekee tS auake ft Shows to the world ind to d fy ae 
he and its consideration was somal ee in Cau were taken yesterday on the eastern harbor and'|i | oo 7 en successfull on ion n a - 
pe ama ge ’ river bill. He had uniformly voted for that bill, orate — = y os 
¢ E_ Mr. NILES moved to amend the bill by strik- || {4 he should be very sorry to have it supposed || "" Parly in the winter of 1842-43,  beeame con- 
of ing out the authority to pay the amount, if any, feebl oe f the White H ld , oe || Vinced that the affairs of Texas were coming 
tobe awarded by the Third Auditor, and to in- Santen alee Se ee ee apidly to a crisis, and that she must find some 
t sert a provision, that the result of the investiga- ee ee ! ma ree ort, or she could not sustain herself 
by tion of the claim by the Third Auditor, waive sae Jogramh was qarcocted oe Sy HuEgeotd. Sehr ofeashes hasheue the independent nations 
4 the advice of the Attorney General, shall be re- ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. of the earth. ee it naturally occurred to me 
8 pas to Congress at the next session by the Mr. McKAY moved that the bill making ap- || that the most favorable period would shortly ar- 
ed ecretary of the Treasury, stating such award as propriations for the support of the Army, for the || rive for its reannexation to the United States. I 
shall be found due, if any, to the heirs of said || fiscal year ending June 30, 1845, which had come || saw the present Administration peculiarly sit- 
E Reeside. back from the Senate with some amendments, be || uated. A President withouta party—nay, worse 
0 Mr. BERRIEN hoped the amendment would || referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, || than that, a President between two great parties, 
: not ee a ae aes Na ee The motion was agreed to. — a b ee — or 
; . r mone upon oth. Under such circumstances, I ap- 
; in advance of ony ‘evidence ‘that Sonus was ; PERSONAL EXPLANATION. eee it might be difficult to prevail on bins, 
= claim. It was a principle that ought not to be Mr. A. V. BROWN said that he felt con- | Leweeer anxious he might be persunally to doso, 
sanctioned in legislation. : __ |] strained to ask the indulgence of the House whilst || to enter on any great measure, such as the acqui- 
- ia Se eet his arguments in || he submitted a few observations personal to him- || sition of Texas. Influenced by these opinions, 
e as it stood; announcing, how- |} self, The near approach of the adjournment || in January, 1843, I addressed a letter to General 
. ever, that there were two changes he should pro- compelled him to take this course as the only || Jackson, adverting to many or all of these cir- 
d e to make: one was in conformity with ob- || method of vindicating himself against a certain || cumstances, and expressing the belief that, if his 
a noe -_ oil tilietecnans’t » publication in yesterday’s Globe. He was com- || opinions were still in favor of the measure, as I 
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other would be to substitute the Fourth for the 
Third Auditor. 

Mr. MERRICK very warmly advocated the 
amendment eugene by the Senator from Con- 
necticut; and stated very confidently, on the au- 
thority of officers of the Post Office Department, 
that, instead of $189,000 being due to Mr. Ree- 
side when he died, he was in debt to the Govern- 
ment $60,000. 

The subject was debated at considerable length 
by Messrs. JARNAGIN, BERRIEN, NILES, 

ERRICK, BENTON, BUCHANAN, and 
WRIGHT. 

Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays on 
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— to speak of it as a newspaper publication, 
cause he could not, under the rules, refer to the 
debates in the other end of the Capitol. 


from that paper: 
‘¢The war was expiring. The armistice, and the inter- 


position of great Powers, was bringing it toa close; and | 3 1 
the day was at hand when the reunion of Texas would || of his long andeventful life. 
have come of itself, and with peace and honor, when this | 


insidious scheme of and secret annexation, and its 
pretezts, was fallen upon by our hapless Admin- 
istration. From the moment that scheme and its pretexts 
revealed itself to public view, at a public dinner in 

ia, in the autumn of the Jast year, I denounced it as 

an intrigue, got up for the election, ana to end in the dis- 
grace of its authors, and in the defeat, delay, and embar- 
rassment of the measure it professed to desire. I particu- 


He | 
begged leave to read the following paragraph | 


715 





knew they formerly were, a clear and decided 
letter from him otek be useful in rousing up or 
sustaining the Administration in making such a 
movement. In the spirit of ardent affection and 
admiration, I expressed the desire that his name 
should be connected with a great achievement 
| like that, and that it would be the crowning glory 
I give the substance 
and not the wordsof his letter. I wasso explicit 
as to the use I intended to make of his letter in 
inciting the Administration to make the move- 
ment, that I think I desired him, if he was un- 
willing for it to be so used, not to write it. Sir, 
his reply was received. It was used; and I have 
reason to believe that it did much good in encour- 


the amendment proposed by Mr. Nixes. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 12; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs.Allen, Archer, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, 


larly made this denunciation to the gentleman (Mr. A. V. || aging the President to enter on this great work. 
Brown] who had the letter from General Jackson in || 


stan It has also been published to his countrymen; 
with ees caliarer a say uetete oak our at Oe } and I rejoice to see every day the good that it is 
commencement of the present session of Congress; I || accomplishing. 
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And now, Mr. Speaker, what is there in this '| the expenses of the funeral of those who were 


simple narrative that should have called down on 
me the aenimadversion of anybod , especially of 
that distinguished Senator with ahete | perfectly 
agreed as to a presidential candidate, and for 
whom | had ever borne the highest testimony to 
his patrriotism and talents. He speaks of ab- 
solving me of all secrecy, and kindly informs me 
that I am at liberty to state all that he said to me 
on that occasion, Sir, there was no secrecy, and 
nothing was said by him which he might not well 
be willing that the whole world should know. 
But let me tell you, in that respect, I stand on as 
high grounds as he does, and as proudly challenge 
every insinuation against either my motives or 
my actions. 1 have not arraigned his in any 


respect, neither ought he to have arraigned mine. 


THE PRINCETON VICTIMS. 


Mr. HOPKINS offered the following resolu- | 


tion, which he saul he was satisfied would meet 
with no objection: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, and the Secretary of the Senate, if the Seuate con- 
cur, be directed to pay (half out of the contingent fund of 
the House, and the other half out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate) the funeral expenses of those that were 
killed on board the steamer Princeton: Provided, That the 
amount thereof does not exceed the sum of $1,450. 

Mr. BARNARD suggested some change of the 
sum fixed in the resolution. 

Mr. HOPKINS said it was unnecessary, for 
he had seen a statement of the expenses, and they 
fell short of the sum he had named. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
resoluuon on the table; and he asked for the yeas 
and nays thereon, 

Mr. DUNCAN said he wished to amend the 
resolution so as to provide that these expenses 
should be paid out of the contingent funds of the 
Departments, for he was opposed to throwing 
the responsibility on the House and on the Senate 
of this increase of the expenditures from their 
contingent funds, 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 40, nays 124; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, James Black, Boyd, Brodhead, 
William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Reuben Chap 
man, Cullom, Dana, John W. Davis, Dromgoole, French, 
Giddings, Haile, Haintin, Hays, Henley, Houston, Hunger- | 
ford, James B. Hunt, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, | 
George W. Jones, Leonard, Lumpkin, Maciay, McKay, 
Norris, Purdy, Reding, Ritter, Rogers, Taylor, ‘Thompson, 
Tucker, Vinton, Wheaton, Williams, Joseph A. Wright, 


and VY ost—40. 

NAYS—Messers. Abbot, Arrington, Ashe, Baker, Bar- 
ringer, Bayly, Bidlack, James A. Black, Bower, Bowlin, 
Brinkerhotl, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah 





Brown, Buffington, Campbell, Jeremiah E. Cary, Shepherd 
Cary, Carroit, Catlin, Causin, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, 
Clinton, Cobb, Cranston, Cross, Dauiel, Darragh, Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Dun- 
ean, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Fariee, Fish, Foster, Goggin, 
Willis Green, Byram Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hammett, 
Haralson, Hardin, Harper, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Hub- 
ard, Hubbell, Hudson, Charles J. ingersoll, Joseph R. In- 
rsoll, Irvin, Jameson, Jenks, Andrew Kennedy, John P. 
kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Marsh, 
Mathews, McCausien, McCiciland McConnell, McDow- 
ell, Melivaine, Edward J. Morris, Moseley, Murphy, Nes, 
Newton, Patterson, Peyton, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Em- 
ery D. Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, David 8. 
Reid, Relfe, Roberts, Rockwell, Rodney, St. John, Saun- 
ders, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, 
Simons, Stidel!, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John 
Stewart, Stone, Song, Summers, Sykes, Thomasson, Tib- 
batts, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Weller, Wentworth, Weth- 
ered, White, Winthrop, and Woodward—194. . 
So the resolution was not laid on the table. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to the form of the 
resolution; for it would not only require the con- 
currence of the Senate, but the signature of the 
President of the United States, to enable this 
Elouse to expend a portion of its own contingent 
fund. He also objected to it because it proposed 
an expenditure to defray the funeral expenses of 
persons who were not members of this House, 
and some of them but private citizens. He en- 
tered into some explanation of the usual restric- 
tion on the axpendionen of the contingent fund; 
and remarked that he objected to this resolution 
because it would establish a precedent which 
would cover any variety of cases hereafter, and 
involve Congress in the expense of burying any 
individual who, by accident, or misfortune, or in 
the course of nature, raay die here. After some 
other observations, he expressed his opposition 
to the resolution, and concluded by asking for the 
yeas and nays thereon. 


Mr. CAMPBELL said he had supposed that 





killed on the occasion of a calamity which cov- 
ered thy whole nation with mourning would have 

| been paid without a single objection, He, how- 
ever, rose, not to reply to the remarks which had 
been made, nor to continue in any way the debate, 
but to move the previous question. 

Mr. HOPKINS (the motion for the previous 
question having been withdrawn) said his col- 
league’s objection came too late; the time for such 
objection was when a committee was appointed 
by the House to meet a committee on the part of 
the Senate to make arrangements for the funeral 
of the late Secretary of State and the Secretary of 
the Navy. But no objection was made then, and 
liabilities had been incurred which must be de- 

| frayed by somebody. How did his colleague 
| (Mr. Dromcoo.r] propose to pay the expenses 
| which had been incurred? Coffins had been sup- 
| plied, laborers had been employed to assist in the 
funeral obsequies, and hacks were hired to carry 
the persons who took part in the procession; the 
very mourning which his colleague [Mr. Drom- 
ne wore order of this House, remained 
unpaid for, and it was proposed that the petty 
sum which was contracted by order of this House, 
should remain unpaid. To him it was a matter 
of but little consequence by what Department it 
was paid, but it was a matter of some conse- 
quence whether it was paid atall. To the people 
it mattered nothing whether it were paid out of 
the contingent fund of this House, or of the State 
or Navy Department, for it would come from the 
selenel Tubidaery whatever the Department might 
be that should make the ieatmodiate payment. 
And they knew that propositions of this sort were 
very frequently adopted. Members of this House 
were buried at the expense of the Government, 
because they were the officers of the Government; 
and the Secretary of State and of the Navy had 
also been thus buried, because they were the offi- 
cers of the Government. To obviate one objec- 
tion raised by his colleague, he would modify 
his resolution, and give it in the form of asimple 
resolution, and on that move the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. ADAMS desired to make a few observa- 
tions, and Mr. Horxins withdrew the motion 
for the previous question, to enable him to do so. 
He was then salpesuned to speak in opposition 
to the resolution, but in so lowa tone of voice as 
to be almost inaudible at the reporter’s desk. 
No appropriation could be made otherwise than 
by an act of Congress. It could not be done by 
joint resolution. He looked upon this proposi- 
tion as one of a most extraordinary character; 
and one which, if adopted, would establish an 
alarming precedent. 

Mr. HOPKINS modified the resolution, so as 
to direct the Clerk of the House to examine the 
accounts, &c., and to pay one half of the same 
out of the contingent fund, provided the half to 
be paid by the House would not exceed $725. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL called the attention of 
the House to a precedent, which he said was 
directly in point, where certain foreign: .3 were 
buried atthe expense of the Government; and 
not onty were their funeral expenses paid, but 
pensions were given to their widows and children. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be now put, viz: ‘On 
agreeing to the resolution as modified.’ 

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. 
C. JOHNSON and DROMGOOLE. 

They were ordered; and being taken, were— 
yeus 103, nay 62; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, Barnard, 
Jeremiah E. Cary, Shepherd Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Causin, 
Augustus A. Chapman, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Cobb, 
Collamer, Cranston, Cross, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Da- 
vis, Dawson, Dellet, Dillingham, Ellis, Eimer, Fariee, Fish, 
Florence, Goggin, Byram Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, 
Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Hubard, Uubbell,tludson, Hughes, 
Charlies J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jameson, 
Jenks, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. 
King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Marsh, McCausien, Me- 
Clelland, McConnell, McDowell, Mclivaine, Edward J. 
Morris, Moseley, Murphy, Nes, Newton,Owen, Parmenter, 
Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Charlies M. Reed, David 8. Reid, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, 
st. John, Sample, Saunders, Schenck, ‘Thomas H. t\ey- 
mour, David L. Seymour, Slidell, Albert Smith, John T. 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Ste- 
phens, Stetson, Andrew Ste John Stewart, Strong, 
Summers, Sykes, ‘Thomasson, ibbatts, Tilden, _ 
Vance, Vanmeter, Wentworth, Wethered, White, Win- 
throp, and William Wrigit—103. 

NAYS—Messrts. Adams, Anderson, Arrington, Benton, 
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James A. Black, Bower, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, BR 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown Bue 


a : , ~ 
Dana, Darragh, John W. Davis, Dickey, Dro D, Cullom, 


lin, Hammett, Henley, Houston, Hungerford, Ja = 
Hunt, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Johnsen, 
George W. Jones, Preston ie Leonard, Lumpkin’ 
Lyon, McKay, Joseph Morris, No mead 


, rris, Purdy, Redin, 
Relfe, Ritter, Senter, Seca hea? hompson’ 
’ 


Tucker, Vinton, Weller, Wheaton, Williams, W. 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—62. poeenerent, 


So the resolution was adopted. 


CUNARD STEAM PACKETS, 


Mr. WINTHROP asked that the communica. 
tion from the President of the United States, on 
the subject of the Cunard steam packets, should 
be now read, in order that it might be referred. 

The communication was laid before the House: 
the reading was dispensed with, and it was re. 
ferred to the Committce on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, desired leave to offer 
a resolution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL objected to any further busi. 
ness taking precedence of his motion, 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, said, if the gentle. 
man objected, he would move a suspension of the 
rules, 

The SPEAKER remarked that there was q 
motion now pending for a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. THOMPSON said there was a private bill 
embracing some hundreds of cases of persons 
claiming lands. It was a bill to which there could 
be no sort of objection, and consequently no de- 
bate. He hoped the House would act upon the 
bill, that it might be sent to the Senate. 

Objections were made, 

The question was then put on the resolution 
offered Mr, Campse.u yesterday, and now 
modified ee him, so as to terminate the debate on 
the bill for rechartering the banks of the District 
of Columbia this day, at half past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON demanded the yeas and 


nays, 

M r. BURKE moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, desired to amend the 
resolution by adding, that all debate on the bill 
to reduce the price of the public lands should cease 
at four o’clock this day. 

The amendment was declared to be out of order, 
inasmuch as the bill referred to had not yet been 
considered in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, moved the 
previous question. 

It was seconded; and the main question ordered 
to be now put. 

Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered; and being taken, 
were—yeas 1]2, nays 64. 

The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, the House 
then resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hamu 
in the chair,) and the committee resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill to recharter the District 
banks. 

Mr. DUNCAN, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the committee. He was desirous of 
voting for the rechartering these banks, provided 
they were made to conform to the system of bank- 
ing in Ohio. Mr. D. enumerated various provis- 
ions which he desired to see incorporated in these 
bank charters. First, as to the liability of stock- 
holders; secondly, that they should be restrained 
from borrowing the funds of the bank of which 
they are stockholders. A company of money- 
lenders should not be money-borrowers. There 
were abundant examples of fraud being practiced 
in this way. He would mention one case: it was 
that of the Bank of Hamilton, in Ohio. The 
bank failed for the amount of $72,000; and, by 
the report of the bank commissioners, the extraor- 
dinary fact was disclosed that six of the direct- 


ors of the bank owed the institution ee 
within $10,000 of the entire amount of the bank’s 


liabilities. 1t was easy enough to be seen that 
these men had a direct interest that the bank 
should go down, And there were various cases 
of the same kind that might be referred to. And 
another provision that he desired to see incorpo- 
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“ed was, that the stock should be paid in in gold || 


god silver. 


| rejected without a division, 


Mr. D. put some questions to Mr. CampBELt || 


with regard to the condition of the banks; which 
being answered, Mr. D. said he would vote for 
ihe bill, provided its friends would so amend it 
3s to introduce into the banking system of the 
pistrict the same reforms that had been introduced 
gto the banks of Ohio. With these reforms he 
should be sustained at home in voting for the bill, 
snd he thought that his Democratic friends should 
yote for it also, as it was understood that a vast 
majority of the people of the District desired the 
charter of these banks. He was glad to see the 
Whig party coming up to the system of bank 
reforms that the Democratic party had been so 
long struggling for. It would be remembered that 
from 1836 to 1840 the Democratic party, in con- 
sequence of their exertions to reform the banking 
system, anc to take away from the banks the 
ower to defraud the community, had been stig- 
matized as destructionists, who were striving to 
break down the banks and destroy the business 
and property of thecommunity, The Democratic 
rty always repudiated that charge, and con- 
tended that their object was to reform, not destroy 
these institutions. They stated the reforms they 
wished to introduce, and he was glad to see man 
of them incorporated in this bill. Should they all 
ve introduced, and the banks be as well guarded 
as the banks of Ohio, he should have no objec- 
tions to the bill. Mr. D. then went on to reply 
to the remarks of Mr. Cavusin of yesterday, and 
attributed their tone and temper to the bhtertn 
which the gentleman and his friends felt at the 
harmony and union of the Democratic party, which 
had been effected by the nominations at Baltimore, 
and the enthusiasm with which these nominations 
were received throughout the country. In these 
nominations, and the spirit in which they were 
received, the gentlemen saw the downfall of their 
hopes, and hence the long faces they exhibited. 
Mr. D., in the course of his remarks, exhibited a 
portrait which he characterized as a fair sample 
of the careworn countenances of his Whig friends, 
and proceeded to give an anatomical explanation 
of the effects which grief and surprise would pro- 
duce on the human countenance. Before conclud- 
ing his remarks, the Chairman’s hammer fell, 
announcing that his hour had expired. 

The question coming up on the amendment of 
Mr. Prart, which was offered yesterday as an 
amendment to the amendment of Mr. Tucker, 

Mr. SAUNDERS observed that he wished to 
offer an amendment, which, under the parlia- 
mentary rule, would have preference over an 
amendment striking outthe bill, it being an amend- 
ment to make the bill more perfect. Mr. 8. then 
moved to amend the first section by striking out 
the year 1854, and inserting the year 1847, for the 
duration of the charters, 

Mr. DANA moved to amend that amendment 
by inserting 1846 instead of 1847. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. McK AY then moved toamend Mr. Savun- 
pers’s amendment by substituting 1845 for 1847. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


The amendment of Mr. Saunpers was agreed 
to 


Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to amend the first 
section by striking out the Farmers and Mechan- 
ics’ Bank of Georgetown, and called for the read- 
Pe - the report showing the condition of that 

ank. 


The amendment was not agreed to—ayes 60, 
noes 69. 


Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to strike out the 
Patriotic Bank, the Bank of Washington, and the 
Bank of Potomac. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, believing there was 
no soundness in any of these banks, moved to 
strike out the Bank of the Metropolis, which he 
believed to be as rotten as any of them. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Pratt’s 
amendment, (striking out the whole bill, and in- 
Sserting as a substitute, a bill establishing a sys- 
tem of free banking, on the plan of the New 
York banks;) and it was not agreed to. 


The question was taken on Mr. Tucker’s 
amendment, which proposed to strike out the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


whole bill, and insert a substitute; and it was | 


' 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, offered an amend- 
ment giving the right to any noteholders to ex- || 
amine into the condition of the banks; which was | 
rejected. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, offered an amend- 
ment requiring the banks to report to Congress, | 
on the Ist day of January of each year, the in- 


| 
debtedness of members of Congress to them. 
| 


Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the amend- 
ment also, by requiring them to report the names 
of members of Congress to whom they refuse 
loans. 

This being agreed to, 


On the adoption of the amendment as amended, || the number of letters transmitted throug 


tellers were called for; and Messrs. Burke and | 
McC.iernanp were appointed. The tellers re- 
ported—ayes 60, noes 69. 
So the amendment as amended was rejected, 
Another amendment was proposed, to make it 
obligatory on the president of the bank to report | 


to Congress, at the commencement of each ses- || 


} 


sion, the names of such members of Congress as | 
may have negotiated loans and discounts during | 
the preceding year, and the amount thereof. 

On this amendment the vote was taken by tel- | 
lers, (Messrs. Harpin and Hovston,) who re- | 
ported—ayes 63, noes 69. 
} 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. THOMPSON moved to amend by striking | 


out the figures ** 50,”’ and inserting ‘‘ 46,”’ in the || 


clause which prescribed that if these banking 
companies did not choose to accept the charter 
given them by this bill, they should retain their | 
corporate privileges for the purpose of winding 
up their affairs to the year 1850. The amend- 
ment proposed to give them to the 4th of July, 
1846, only. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes 49, noes 
54. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to make it ‘* 1847;’’ 
and having withdrawn that amendment, it was 
renewed in another quarter, and agreed to—yeas | 
63, nays 61. 

Mr. TUCKER moved to add the words ‘and | 
only ’’ after the word ‘sole ” inthe clause which | 
erat the banks, in a certain contingency, to 
iold their corporate privileges to the year 1847, 
so that they should be held for the ‘‘sole and 
only ’’ purpose of winding up their affairs. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McDOWELL proposed an amendment, 

which was negatived, 





| 24,267,552. 
| spectacle of all branches of industry and depart- 
} 


| for, is decreasing. 


He then proposed one to 


717 


The debate was continued by Messrs. CLING- 
MAN, KING of New York, HAMLIN, and 


| SAMPLE. 


Mr. HALE said it appeared, by the report of 
the Post Office Committee, that the revenue of 
that Department for the year ending June 30, 
1840, was $4,539,265; for the last year it wae 
$4,295,925; and that for the present year it will 
not be more than $3,995,925. The number of let- 
ters transmited through the mail in the year end- 
ing June 30, 1840, was 27,535,554. The annual 
number now reported to be in circulation is 
Here we have the extraordinary 


| ments of business reviving and increasing, yet 
a the 
| mail, and the amount of postage received there- 
x, The Post Office Committee, 
in view of these facts, in their report inform us, 
and with great truth and propriety, that ** events 
| are in progress of fatal tendency to the Post Office 
| Department; and it decay has commenced.”’ 
| Now, what do the Post Office Committee ree- 
ommend? With great deference to that commit- 
tee, it appears to me that they have altogether 
mistaken the nature of the evil; and, by conse- 
quence, propose an inadequate and improper rem- 
edy, and one not at all calculated to alleviate, 
much less cure the evil. The committee recom- 


} 
j 
} 
} 
| 
j 
j 
| 


|| mend vigorous legislation, pains and penalties, as 
|| if they could afford a sovereign remedy. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I undertake to say that 
| if the action proposed by the Post Office Com- 
| mittee be adopted by this House, and the relief 
asked for be withheld, instead of putting down 
you wiil increase the private expresses; and ten 
will spring up where there now 1s only one. The 
difficulty hes deeper than some gentlemen seem 
to imagine. It is in this: the system, as at pres- 
ent conducted, with its present high rates of 
postage, does not commend itself to the favorable 
consideration of the people. Instead of looking 
upon it as intended for their benefit and accom- 
modation, they look upon it with jealously and 
| distrust, and regard it as a monopoly, gathering 
its unequal exactions from those channels which 
| afford the only medium of communication which 
| is left for the affections of kindred hearts, when 
| once separated. It is to counteract this state of 
| things, and present this department to the country 
| in a position commending itself to their judgments 
and their hearts, that we should now exert our- 
selves. Will penal enactments effect this? No, 
sir; no. Far different from this must be our 
course, if we would attain the object which all 





make an appropriation of the property of the 
bank by its officers to their own uses a penal 
offense, punishable by imprisonment not exceed- 
five years, nor less than one. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. McD. having proposed other amendments, || 


and they having been rejected, he proposed one 
to limit the paper issues of the banks to the 


amount of their paid-up capital, and to require || 


them to have in their vaults gold in proportion to 
their isssues, of one dollar in gold for every three 
dollars of paper issues. 


proposed, and negatived; and then the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMES offered an amendment to pro- 
hibit any of these banks paying out any notes 
other than its own. 

The amendment was rejected. 


The committee then rose, and reported the bill 


to the House; and it took its place on the Calen- | 


dar. 
PRIVATE LETTER EXPRESSES. 


On the motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Dromeooxe in 
the oar) and took up the bill No. 290, being a 
bill amending the laws relating to the Post Office 
Department; and it was read through all its 
clauses by the Clerk. 

Mr. DANA moved that this bil] be laid aside: 
and that the cornmittee take up the Senate billon 
the same subject. 

Mr. HOPKINS observed that the committee 
had agreed, by vote, to take up this bill; and he 
hoped it would not be laid aside. 

r. ADAMS was in favor of the motion of the 
gentleman from New York. 


| 
| 
| 
Various amendments to the amendment were 
j 
| 
j 


rofess to desire. The honorable gentleman from 
ndiana says that this call for reform does not 
come from the people of the country, and the 
sparse settlements of the West, but from the large 
cities. 

Sir, the honorable gentleman is very much 
| mistaken in this; he altogether misapprehends the 
character of those who complain of the grievances 
of the present high rates of postage. One single 
fact, communicated to me as coming from an 
overseer of a single factory in England, will show 
what class has reaped the benefit of the postage 
| reform in that country. He stated that, before 
| the reduced ratesof postage were established there, 
not more than ten letters weekly were received by 
all the operatives in the establishment; but imme- 
| diately after the reduced rates were established, 
the letters continually increased, till, at the end of 
| three years, the number received each week 
| amounted to one thousand. The inhabitants of 
the cities do not feel this burden, and consequanly 
'| do not ask for relief. They have, by means of 
| the constant passage of railroad cars and steam- 
boats from one to another, with the great number 
of their acquaintances as passengers, means of 
| evading the laws, which they improve, and will 
improve, notwithstanding all your prohibitions, 
which the people of the country do not enjoy. 

It is the humble poor, whom necessity drives 
from the parental roof and the domestic fireside, 
to seck employment in some manufacturing es- 
tablishment, or perhaps to find in some ef the 
sparse settlements of the West, of which the gen- 
tleman speaks, a new home, where the hand of 
| honest indastry may find a more abundant re- 
| ward, and the vigorous hand of the young may 
|| prepare, beyond the Alleghanies, a comfortable 
|| abode for the infirm and parents left behind. 
|! This is the class who feel the burdens of the pres- 
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ent rates of postage, and ask for relief at our 


hands. 


if we will continue inexorably to exact an exor- || 


bitant tariff in the form of our present high post- 


ages upon this exchange of the affections—this | 


commerce of the heart. 
Let us not subject ourselves to the imputation 


of giving ‘stones for bread, and scorpions for | 


fish.’’ Mr. Chairman, as the committee seem 


impatient, I will not detain them, though I believe 


that the question involved in this bill is one of 


the most important that has been presented to the 
consideration of the present Congress; one upon 
which the public mind is deeply moved, and one 


upon which the people will soon speak so plainly | 


that they will be heard. They do not understand 
why the people of England shall have the privi- | 
lege of sending a letter the whole length of the | 
kingdom for two cents, and they be charged, as | 
they are at present, in some instances, twelve 
hundred per cent, on that sum. I might go on 
and show that the rates of postage proposed by 
the Senate bill will not reduce, but in ashorttime 
increase, the revenues of the Department. I will | 


And, sir, the appeal is now made to us, | 


|| had convinced bim that such was the sentiment 
| throughout the country. He was satisfied that 
the passage of the Senate bill would accomplish 
| much good, and would not be followed by any 
| reduction of the mail facilities which gentlemen 
apprehended. He thought the bill before the 
House should be laid aside, and the Senate bill 
taken up and acted on, as there was a prospect of 
passing that bill; and he did not think any other 
could be passed at this session. 
Mr. THOMPSON urged that the laying aside 
of this bill would be sanctioning the running of 
rivate expresses, which was done contrary to 
be. He believed it was the duty of the House, 
first to provide for carrying outand executing the 
Post Office laws; and then, if, upon examination, 
they found they could reduce the rates of postage 
consistently with a due regard to the public inter- 
est, it would be time enough to do so. It had 
struck him as something strange that members 
should be found willing to justify the setting at 
naught the Post Office laws; for such he under- 
| stood to be the tenor of the remarks of some who 


} 


j 





not further trespass on the time of the committee, 
but close with the expression of the hope that 
the motion of the gentleman from New York will 
prevail, and the Senate bill be taken up and 
passed. 


Mr. HOPKINS, in reply, said, so long as that | 


system of smuggling was tolerated for the bene- || 


fit of those residing in cities, it would be impos- 
sible that a reduction of postage could be effected 
for the benefit of the poorer classes, of whom the | 
gentleman from New Hampshire professed to be | 
the peculiarchampion. Before touching the rates 


of postage, they ought to ascertain exactly what || 


the extent of the service was to be. There were 
petitions in favor of a reduction of postage; but 
whence did they proceed? From cities and the 
neighborhood of railroads. They did not ex- 
press the publicsentiment. A reduction of post- 
ages would have the effect of incapacitating the 
Department from rendering that service to the 
whole community for which it was designed. 

Mr. WINTHROP made some remarksin reply | 
to the gentieman from Virginia. He wasin favor | 
of taking up the Senate bill. 

Mr. PA'TTERSON said he would like to know | 
if the committee intended to bring forward any | 
bill to reduce the rates of postage at this session. | 
If not, he thought the bill from the Senateshould | 
be taken up and acted on before this bill. He | 
had presented a number of petitions from his 
constituents, praying for a reduction of the rates 
of postage, and he knew that it was a subject in | 
which the country population was as much in- 
terested as the population of the cities. He 
thought, if this bill should be passed without a 
bill reducing the rates of postage, that such was 
the feeling throughout the country, that it would 
be impossible to carry it out. 

Mr. CARY, of Maine, expressed himself in 
favor of the bill, and said that all the opposition 
to it had come from the large cities and along the 
railroad routes. ‘The reason why the Post Office 
Department met with so much opposition, and 
could not sustain itself, was that it was not cor- 
rupt, like the Army and Navy, and had not a 
host of idle officers living at the public expense. 
If all the post-coaches had a band of music at- 


— 


| 


which had fourteen musicians to four sailors, the 

Post Office would find more favor. If the Post 

Office Department had, like the Navy Department, 

hundreds of officers loafing through the country, | 
with nothing to do, and coming to members of | 
Congress, appealing to them to keep them in office | 
for the sake of giving bread to their wives and 
children, there would be no danger of its being 
put down. But the Department had been too hon- 
est to receive support in these corrupt times. He 
aa the bill would pass, and that the Senate | 
bill, which would destroy the mail facilities of the | 





country, would be rejected. He had lived in a 
place where there was a mail only once a month, 
and now lived where there was a mail only thrice 
a week; so that he was well able to appreciate the 
advantages of sufficient mail facilities, and knew 
well what it would be to be deprived of them. 
Mr.CARROLL referred to the number of peti- 
tions he had received and presented from bis con- 
stituents for a reduction of the rates of postage; 
and said that all the information he had received | 


1 
tached to them, like the revenue cutters, some of || 


i 


had spoken on the subject. If all this country 
consisted of cities, and had railroads enough, he 


|| would be willing to do away with the Post Office 


Department altogether; but it so happened that 


|| the cities were sustained by the country, which 


was equally entitled to mail facilities. The great- 
ést amount of postage was paid in the cities, it 
was true, but it was, in the end, paid by the coun- 
| try; for the city merchants, in making up their 
accounts with the country merchants, charged 
them with the postages. Mr. T. then went on to 
argue that the adoption of the Senate bill would 
| greatly increase the expenditures of the Post Office 
| Department, and throw the burden of it on the 
Treasury. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, inquired 
whether the Senate bill did not contain both pro- 
provisions—namely, a reduction of the rates of 
postage, and a provision against infractions of the 

ost Office laws? 

Mr. HOPKINS said that it did. 

Mr.SEYMOUR, of New York, then contended 
that the Senate bill ought to be first acted on; and 
that it was the duty of Congress to pass a meas- 
ure so much in accordance with the general senti- 
ment of the country. 
| Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, suggested that the 
debae had progressed sufficiently far for a full 
understanding of the subject; and unless the dis- 
cussion was then brought to a close, it might 
| continue till the nextday. He therefore moved 
| that the committee rise and report the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the motion was 
not in order. 

Mr. PAYNE contended for the necessity of 
| passing the bill, to put a stop to the continued 
| violations of the Post Office laws, and denied that 

ublic sentiment was such that the law could not 

» executed. He then went into an examination 
of the Senate bill, which he strongly objected to 
as tending not only to diminish the mail facilities 
| of the country, but to throw the burden of. the 

Post Office on the custom-house revenue. He 
| looked upon that bill as part of a system in which 
| were to be found national debt, distribution, and 
| extravayantexpenditures,and which wasintended 
| as an excuse for a high tariff. It was for the 
| 
| 











purpose of giving bounties to the manufacturing 
interest, that all the burdens of the Government 
were to be thrown on the custom-house revenues; 
and these, too, were to be squandered in wasteful 
and extravagant expenditures, Suppose, said he, 
you quarter the Post Office on the Treasury: who 
1s to Pay, for the mail transportation of the coun- 
try? Those who are most interested—the mer- 
chants who receive the letters? No; the burden 
was to be taken from them, and thrown on the 
consumption of the country; and the cost of the 
letters of the merchants was to be thrown upon 
| the pound of sugar and the bushel of salt con- 
| sumed by the laborer. While willing to extend 
| all necessary facilities to the mercantile interest, 
he was not willing to do it on the terms proposed 
—he was not willing either to cut down the mail 
| facilities or throw the burden of the Post Office 
| Department on the consumption of the country. 
| After some remarks from Mr. SCHENCK, 
| Mr. HARDIN proceeded to show that, though 
| much of the post office revenue of this country 
cities of the North and 
not be wholly given to 
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|| Mr. HAMMETT made some observation, 
|| the inefficiency of mail conveniences in the South: 
| and concluded by moving that the COMMittes 
|| rise. 
On that question tellers were called for, 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs, Browy 
Indiana and Winturor were appointed; and the 
reported—ayes 37, noes 69; sine less than 4 
quorum. 
Another count was taken; which resulteq_ 
ayes 81, noes 45. 
The committee accordingly rose and reported 
progress, 
EASTERN HARBORS BILL. 


Mr. HUNGERFORD then moved a reconsig. 
eration of the vote on the eastern harbor and river 
bill, which was taken yesterday pursuant to the 
terms of the Constitution, after it had been re. 
turned by the President of the United States wit) 
his objections thereto. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be oy, 
of order. 

Mr. WINTHROP ype that, as this mo. 
tion had taken them all by surprise, and was, in 
fact, a new question entirely, the Speaker should 
take time to consider it until to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER said he had examined and 
well considered the question, and had no doubt 
of the correctness of his decision. He then re. 
cited the provision of the Constitution which 
prescribed the course to be taken on bills re. 
turned to this House with the presidential veto, 
and said the constitutional course had been pur. 
sued, and the motion now made could not be 
entertained. 

A conversation thereon ensued between Mr, 
WINTHROP and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. ADAMSsaid, in order to test the question, 
he would respectfully appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. 

Mr. WINTHROP said, for the purpose of al- 
lowing time for consideration, he would move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

On that motion, the yeas and nays were or- 
dered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 71, navs 
76. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurred on the appeal. 

Mr. C, JOHNSON moved that it be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and being taken, ce 8 
yeas 60, are 82. 

Mr. REDING moved the previous question. 

It was not seconded. 

Mr. ADAMS rose to address the House upon 
the appeal. 

Mr. DROOMGOOLE suggested to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts that, if he would yield 
the floor, he would move an adjournment. 

Mr. ADAMS accordingly yielded the floor. 

The House then adjourned. 


a 





The following petitions, paces to-day, were handed 
to the reporter by the members presenting them : 

By Mr. CATLIN: The petition of Henry Gardner and 
others, praying for relief from certain judicial decisions; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. OWEN: The memorial of A. T. Wright and 
seventy-six others, citizens of Indiana, praying that notice 
be given that the Pp occupation of Oregon shall cease. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The petition of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying for such an alteration in the 
naturalization Jaws as will require a residence of twenty- 
one years in the United States asa prerequisite to naturali- 
zation. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, June 13, 1844. 


Mr. CHOATE presented three memorials from 
the State of Pennsylvania, praying that the natu- 
ralization laws may be so changed as to require 
of foreigners a residence of twenty-one years 
before conferring upon them the rights of cit- 

zenship; which were referred to the Judiciary 
| Committee. 





Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial 
from citizens of the town of Tecumseh, Michi- 
gan, remonstrating against the annexation of 
| Texas to the United States; which was ordered 
|| to lie on the table. 
| Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from a 
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gumber of the inhabitants of the county of Al- | The bill for the relief of Levi Eldridge; 

sany, New York, praying that the bill whichhas |! The bill for the relief of Joshua Knowles, and 

come up from the House fixing a uniform day for others, of the fishing schooner Garnet; 

ihe election of members of Congress and Presi- \| The bill for the relief of the owners and crew 

jent and Vice President of the United States be | of the fishing schooner Florilla; 

nade applicable to the election of 1844; which The bill for the relief of the owners and crew || 
| 





yas ordered to lie upon the table. of the fishing schooner Two Brothers; 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. The bill for the relief of John H. Russell and | 


7 others; 
Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Pen- 


1 The bill for the relief of the owners and crew 
sions, reported back, without amendment, and || of the schooner Dove; and 


The bill for the relief of Barnaby Baker and 


yith a recommendation that they be indefinitely 
others, owners of the schooner Union. 


postponed, the following House bills: 

A bill for the relief of Orvis Asenath; 

A bill for the relief of Patrick Masterson; and 

A bill for the relief of William McCauley. 

On motion of Mr. J., the Committee on Pen- 
sions was discharged from the further considera- 
yon of the petition of the widow of John Roberts 
jor a pension. 

Mr. J., from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported back, without amendment, the 
pill of the House for the relief of Mary Telfair. 

Mr. J. said a bill from the House for the relief 
of David Atkinson, of the State of Missouri, had 


On motion of Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Azel Spalding, pray- 
ing compensation for his services as pension 
agent, a general bill having been reported for that 
purpose. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, | 
‘reported back, without amendment, the bill mak- 
ing appropriation for the naval service of the 
United States for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 
1845; and the biil making appropriations for the 
heen of naval pensions. 

n motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Com- 
mittee on Pensions was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of a number of | 
citizens of New York, asking for a pension for | 
John Keith. 

Mr. A. also, from the same committee, made | 
an adverse report on the resolution instructing | 
| that committee to inquire into the expediency of 
| granting a pension to Lieutenant Silas Chatfield. 
| I'he report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. A. also, from the same committee, reported 
} 
| 


heen referred to the Committee on Pensions with- 
out any papers accompanying. He mentioned 
the fact that if there were any papers in support of 
the claim they might be referred to the committee. 

Mr. J. from the same committee, reported back, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it be indefinitely postponed, the bill of the 
House for the relief of George Wentling. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, in this case, he | 
would barely observe that he had looked over the 
proofs and testimony in suppers of it; and if an | 
opportunity was afforded, he would reverse the 








a bill for the relief of David Currier; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a joint resolution to authorize the 
sale or other disposition ofa lot of ground belong- 

ing to the United States in the city of Savannah, 


decision of the committee—declaring most sol- 
emnly that,from the examination of the testimony 
in the whole case, if a man could be entitled to a 
pension, this man was. 
Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that they do pass, 
the bill from the House entitled “* An act supple- 
mentary to an act entitled ‘An act to regulate 
mesne process in the District of Columbia,’ ’’ 


Georgia, which was originally purchased for the 
purpose of erecting a custom-house thereon, 
which has not been used, and which is believed 
to be unfit for that purpose; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading; subsequently con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole, reported 
to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third readin 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Naval Afiairs, reported back, without amend- 
ment, the joint resolution from the House author- 
izing the accounting officers of the Treasury to 
audit and settle the accounts of William P. Zant- 


approved August 1, 1842, and the bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of Francis Cazeau, 
late merchant at Montreal. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it be indefinitely 
postponed, the House bill entitled ‘* An act to 
establish a collection district in the port of Chi- 


- 7 Ee 


pone by the committee of arrangements of the | 


a ’ zinger. 
; r. MILLER, from the Committee on the PRINCETON VICTIMS 
District of Columbia, reported back, without baad ER is 
amendment, the following bills from the House: Mr. WOODBURY said it was within the rec- 
‘The bill concerning conveyances or devises of || Ollection of the Senate that when the unfortunate 
laces of public worship in the District of Colum- || #¢cident on board the Princeton took place, the 
bias President communicated the fact to the two | 
The bill to amend the act to incorporate the || Houses of Congress, upon which the two Houses | 
Alexandria Canal Company; and appar a committee of arrangements to take | 
The bill to repair the roof of the court-house in || Charge of the funeral. Afterwards the committee | 
the town of Alexandria. recommended that each House should pay a | 
On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- || Moiety of the expenses of that funeral out of | 
mittee on Commerce were discharged from the || their contingent funds. The House yesterday | 
further consideration of the petition of the ship || dopted a resolution directing their part to be paid | 
owners and masters of Baltimore, asking that || 0Ut of their contingent fund. It has been pro- | 


bility of using the Drummond light in the light- || Senate that the same course be pursued here. 
houses of the United States, instead of oil. | He would therefore submit the following resolu- | 

Also, reported back, from the same committee, || #00: | 
with an-amendment as a substitute, the House || Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed | 
bill entitled ** An act creating a collection district || 0 °x#mine te accounts, and settle and pay one half of the | 


. . — same, out of the contingent fund of the Senate, of thé fu- 
in the State of Maine, and constituting Bangor, || neral expenses of those who were killed by the explosion 


in said district, a port of entry and clearance.”’ | on board the steamer Princeton: Provided, That the half | 

The substitute was ordered to be printed. I] to be paid by the Secretary shall not exceed the sum of | 
Also, reported back, without amendment, and | a i 

with a recommendation that they do pass, the || . The resolution lies over one day, under the rule. 


bills from the House for the relief of the owners EXTRA PAY TO PAGES. 


ang crew of the brig Mary Frances, and owners || gr TALLMADGE submitted a resolution to 


and crew of the schooner Privado. ; i 
Also, reported beck, from the euoe committee, ee extra pay to the pages; which lies on the | 
e. 


with a recommendation that they be indefinitely ; | 
poxponed, the following bills from the House: ANBEXATION OF TEXAS. 
The bill for the relief of William Ellery; On motion of Mr. BENTON, the previous or- 

| 

| 


i 

r 
experiments may be made to test the anne 
t 

' 


The bill for the relief of the owners and crew || ders of the day were postponed, and the Senate | 
of the schooner Success; took up for consideration, as in Committee of the 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Grant, Seth || Whole, the bill for the annexation of Texas to | 
Grant, Israel P. Stone, and Emily Pinkham, own- || the United States. | 
ers of the aang schooner James and Henry, of 


Cape Porpoise, e, and others; upon the subject. 
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Mr. EVANS moved to lay the bill on the table. 
Mr. McDUFFIE expressed a wish to say 
something. He thought it was but just that the 
question should be kept open to enable some reply 


| to the remarks of the Senator from Missouri. 


Mr. EVANS said such was the condition of 
the business that he must persist in his motion. 
Some other opportunity might occur, after the 
appropriation bills were disposed of, to enable Sen- 
ators to reply. 

Mr. McDUFFIE demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay on the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 25, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Francis, Han- 
negan, Henderson, Huntington, Jaruagin, Johnson, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Porter, Rives, Simmons, 
Upham, and Woodbridge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Ben- 
ton, Buchanan, Colquitt, Fairfield, Fulton, Haywood, 
Lewis, McDuilie, Niles, Semple, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, and Wright—20. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the House bill 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of Government for the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30th day of June, 1845, and for other 
purposes, was taken up as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. EVANS said the question would be first 
on the amendments reported by the Committee on 
Finance. 

The first three amendments were severally read, 
and adopted, without objection, in the order fol- 
lowing: 

Ist. Increasing the appropriation for stationery, 
fuel, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
of the Senate, from $40,000 to $60,000. ’ 

Qd. Increasing the appropriation for purchasing 
books for the Library of Congress, from $2,500 
to $5,000. 

3d. Inserting among the appropriations for the 
office of the Secretary of the Treasury, an addi- 
tional sum of $750 fur compensation for carrying 
the Department mails, and for arrearages for two 
years. 

The fourth amendment was to strike out the 
appropriation for completing the marine hospital 
at the town of McDonough, opposite the city of 
New Orleans, $30,000. 

Mr. JOHNSON inguired why the Committee 
on Finance proposed to strike out this appropria- 
tion? 

Mr. EVANS explained that the committee did 
so for two reasons: first, because the appropria- 
tion had no business in the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill; and next, because there was 
not a particle of evidence before the committee 
that this or any other sum was necessary. 

Mr. BARROW contended strenuously that a 
marine hospital at New Orleans was indispensa- 
ble to commerce; that the appropriation of Con- 
gress had been already made to the amount of 
$60,000, but only as much of it was expended as 
raised the walls and put on the roof; but the maia 
part of the appropriation was transferred to the 
surplus fund, and that the appropriation now re- 

uired was only a fulfillment of a former act. 

Mr. EVANS replied, stating that no estimates 
or evidence had been adduced to the committee. 

On Mr. WOODBURY 'S suggestion, this amend- 
ment was passed by till the gentleman had time 

to supply some proof, for there had been reall 
none before the committee, that either $10,000, 
$20,000, or $30,000 was necessary. He did not 
| doubt that something was required. 

The fifth amendment was, to strike out the ap- 

ropriation of $4,000 for the payment of Jeremiah 
Smith, junior, as per schedule to the Sac and Fox 

treaty, concluded 1}th October, 1842, and the act 
of Congress of 3d March, 1843, for carrying into 
effect the provisions of said treaty. 

The proposition to strike out this.appropriation 
was urged by Mr. EVANS on grounds similar 
to those he urged in regard to the preceding one; 
and wes opposed by Messrs. BUCHANAN, 
CRITTENDEN, WRIGHT, and others. 

The nature of the case was this, as understood 
from its discussion. The money had already 
been paid by the Treasury Department to a Jere- 


Mr. BENTON spoke for more than two hours || miah Smith, but not the right one. The Jere- 


miah named in the schedule of the treaty had a 
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*‘iunior’ to his name, and the other had not. | 
he other Jeremiah had a claim against the Gov- || 
ernment for $490; and, on calling at the Depart- |! 


ment to know if any appropriation had been made | 
for his claim, was told there was not one for $400, | 
but there was for $4,000. He asked the partic- 
ulars; and, having learned them, kept dark, went 
away, got up the necessary papers, describing 
himself as “* Jeremiah Smith tee present,’’ and | 
got along with them through the different offices | 
without any difficulty, till it came to the point of | 


as them for payment to the Treasurer. || 


ut, to avoid doing ut in person, he cunningly | 
waited till a few minutes before three o’clock, | 
when the doors close, and then stepped over to | 
the bank, pretending that he had not time to get | 


|| Greenough of $4,000 for his group, and a payment 


} 


through the offices that evening, and could not || 


do without the money. 


On his assignment, the || 


bank gave him the money, and next day the || 


Treasurer paid ut to the bank. Nothing wrong | 


would have been suspected, had not the real Jere- || des affaires to 


for the money, in due sea- 
On being told that another Jeremiah had 
wrsonated him, he gave ample proof that he | 
Dimecif was the only one entitled; and the Attor- 
ney General and Secretary of the Treasury,on a 
review of the case and documents, decided upon 
mying the real Jeremiah the money, and gave 
pica notice to that effect. He sent on his power 
of attorney to receive it; but, for some reason or 
other, ithad notas yet been paid. It was now 
sixtecn months due; and, in consequence of this 
delay, the man’s property had been sold to pa 
demands this money was intended to meet. It 
was argued that it was not necessary to make an 
appropriation for the money a second time, the 
Attorney General and Secretary of the Treasury 
having decided on paying the real Jeremiah 
Smith, jr.; but that the appropriation should be 
to allow the Treasurer eredit for the amount thus 
paid in error. 

The question being taken on the amendment, 
it was rejected—ayes 10, noes 22. 

So the appropriation was not stricken out. 

The following amendments were adopted with- 
out objection, (continuing their numerical order:) 

6th. In the appropriations for the Navy Depart- 
ment, to insert: 

Provided, That whenever a captain in the Navy shall fill 
the office of the Chief of the Bureau of Construction, 
Equipment, and Repairs, or the office of the Bureau of 
Clothing, his compensation shall be the same as that al- 
lowed by law to the Chief of the Bureau of Navy Yards 
and Socks; and the sum of $1,000 is hereby appropriated 
for the additional compensation hereby granted, and a fur- 
ther sum of $1,000, or so much thereof as may be neccessary, 
for arrearages. 

7th. In the appropriations for the same Depart- 
ment, to increase the sum for extra clerk hire from 


miah, junior, applic 
BON. 


the hour of three o’clock, took a recess till five 
o'clock, p. m. 





EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate reassembied at five o’clock. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


$3,000 to $6,000. 
The Senate, at this stage of the proceedings, at 

The following amendments were adopted with- 
out debate: 

8th. Inserting, *‘ for compensation of assistant 
surgeon, detailed for duty in the Bureau of Med- 
icine and Surgery, at the rate of $1,400 perannum, 
including arrearages since the 24th April, 1844, 
$1,656 50.”’ 

9th. Inserting, after the appropriation of $800 
for miscellaneous items in the Post Office Depart- 
ment, the words, ‘‘ including compensation to the 
superintendent of the General Post Office building, 
from the Ist of January, 1842, to the 30th of June, 
1844, et the rate of $250 a year.’’ 

10th. Inserting ‘‘ for clerks in the offices of the 
aoreenes general, to transcribe field notes of sur- 
vey, for the purpose oe them at the 
seat of Government, in addition to former appro- 
priauons, as follows: office of surveyor general 
northwest of Ohio, $4,500; office of surveyor gen- 
eral of Wisconsin and Lowa, $2,000; office of sur- 
i ta general of Illinois and Missouri, $4,000; 
office of surveyor general of Alabama, $1,000.”” 

llth. Striking out “for negotiating with the 
Winnebago and Sioux Indians, $2,000.”" 
12th. Limiting the appropriation for the legis- 


| 
ofice of surveyor general of Arkansas, $1,000; 


} 


' 
| 


| 
j 


| 
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lative department of the Territory of Florida to 
its own members and officers. 
14th, 15th, 16th, 17th. Separating the joint ap- 
propriation of $8,000, for the statues made by Per- 
sico and Greenough, for the blocking on the east 
side of the Capitol, so as to make a payment to 





of $4,000 to Persico, as compensation for services 
rendered and expenses incurred in bringing his 
group here and placing it on its pedestal. 
Isth. Striking out a parenthetical clause. 
19th. Increasing the appropriation for survey- 
ing the public tande, from $50,000 to $162,000. 
{20th. Passed over, to be debated.) 
2st. Inserting ‘for salary of consul at Beyrut, 
9 





22d. Striking out of the specific appropriations 
for outfit to foreign ministers, the word ** Rus- | 
sia,’’ and inserting Mexico.”’ 

23d. Inserting “ for salaries ofthe present chargés | 
lgium and Sardinia, for the half 
year ending December 11, 1844, $4,500.” | 

24th. Including in same general appropriation 1 
for outfits, Sardinia, Chili, and Texas. 

25th. Increasing the sum for these outfits from 
$27,000 to $40,500. 

26th. Inserting ** for compensation to the com- | 
missioner to the Sandwich Islands, $3,000.”’ 

27th. Inserting “for defraying expenses of || 
forwarding the mails between Chagresand Pana- 
ma, including the compensation of an agent at | 
each of those places for that purpose, under the 
direction of the Secretary of State, $3,000.”’ 

(28th. Debated.] 

29th. Inserting ** $1,291 for eompensation and 
arrearages of copying clerk in the office of Soli- | 
citor of the Treasury.”’ 

30th. ‘* For increasing compensation of assist- 
ant messenger in the General Land Office to $1 75 
per day, $288 75.’’ 

3lst. Inserting ‘‘ for additional compensation 
to the assistant messenger in the office of the Regis- 
ter of the Treasury, $200.”’ 

32d. Inserting ‘‘ for compensation and arrear- 
ages for preparing a classified synoptical index 
of public documents in the office of the Comp- 





troller of the Treasury, &c., $1,158.” 


33d. Inserting ‘‘for compensation of four 
clerks hereby authorized to be appointed and em- | 
a in the office of the Comptroller of the | 

reasury, $5,600.”’ 

{34th. Debated.} 

35th. Inserting $365 dollars for additional com- 
—— to the watchman employed at the War 

partment. 
36th, 37th, and 38th. Debated.] 

The amendments without debate having been 
gone through with, those laid over for discussion 
were taken up in the following order: 

20th. In the appropriation for the salaries of 
the chargés des affaires to Portugal, Denmark, 
Sweden, Holland, Belgium, Chili, Peru, Vene- 


| zuela, New Granada, Texas, Naples, Sardinia, 


| 
| 
| 


} 
| 


| 
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ters, and that Court kept 
our seat of Ehotennmnaet” one of equal grade at 


Mr. WOODBURY said that he rose 
suggest one or two practical considera 
nected with this mission to Sardinia. 
commerce there, citcuitous more than 
connected with the grain, fish, and lard of thi 
country, as well as the tobacco. These arti les 
cleared to Cuba and Brazil, and their . 


merely to 
We had a 
direct, and 


Proceeds j 
coffee and sugar went then to Genoa and int the 
interior. Again: our Mediterranean squadron at 
times visited that beautiful harbor, and Were 


likely to do so more—a port when 
gallant fleets had formerly swarmed. 

But beyond these, to render a minister proper 
we had a new treaty, on the construction of which 


| new points were likely to arise, and much Ofterer 


than in countries where our treaties were old. A 
consul was a mere merchant, and not a lawyer or 
statesman to grapple with such questions; and 
even a higher minister than a chargé would not 
for a time, be amiss for this place, and the rest of 
Italy, if you please. There were no open ques- 
tions now at Austria or Russia, at Sweden or 


| Denmark, at Holland or Belgium, Venezuela or 
| New Granada, Peruor Chili, more than here; and 
| if this mission was to be discontinued on that ac- 
|| count, so should these be. But in truth, under 


a growing commerce, a resort of our large squad- 


|} ron,anda new ae with Sardinia, difficult ques- 


tions were more li ely to arise than at most of 
the old missions; and if, by uniting two or more 
contiguous courts, we could have sent a higher 
resident minister than a chargé here, and at sey- 
eral of the rest, the whole expense might be di- 
minished, and the higher grade of qualifications 
insured for the respectability of our country and 
the security of our interests abroad. 

On this amendment the yeas and nays were 
demanded; and being taken, resulted—yeas 15, 
nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Berrien, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Henderson, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Semple, Tappan, Upham, and Wright—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Atchison, Atherton, 
Bagby, Bates, Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Colquitt, 
Fairfield, Francis, Fulton, Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, 
Lewis, McDuffie, Mangum, Merrick, Porter, Sevier, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Walker, Woodbridge, and Woodbury— 


So the word * Sardinia ’’ was not stricken out. 


Mr. EVANS said it was not necessary to make 
any distinction with regard to Belgium. 
The whole amendment was then rejected. 


Mr. EVANS said, as a matter of course, the 
twenty-third amendment was not necessary. 

It was accordingly, by unanimous consent, 
stricken out. 

On the twenty-eighth amendment, 


For payment for the fourth and fifth volumes of the 
Documentary History, under contract with the Secretary 
of State, $48,297, 


Mr. TAPPAN said he was utterly opposed to 
this approprition, and should demand the yeas 


and Buenos Ayres, to strike out ** Belgium” and || and anpowees it. 


“* Sardinia.” 


Mr. ARCHER, chairman of the Committee on || not seem to understand the matter. 


Mr. NS said the Senator from Ohio did 


Here was a 


Foreign Relations, called upon the chairman of || contract which it was impossible to set aside, and 


the Committee on Finance [Mr. Evans] for in- | 
formation as to this proposition. 


| the duties having been performed under it, must 
| be paid for. The work had been done and re- 


Mr. EVANS explained, that the committee || ceived. How, then, was OSes to get ove: 


understood the gentleman in a of one of those | 
missions had asked and obtaine 

during the current half year, and the salaries of 
both were provided for till December in an amend- | 
ment already adopted. It was thought probable 
the mission to Sardinia might be dispensed with; | 


aying for it? A very great and important mod- 


leave to resign || ification of the contract had been made with the 


sanction of the contractor. Would the Senator 
refuse to pay the obligations of the Government 
for work done according to its contract? 

Mr. TAPPAN said he knew of no effectual 


but if found necessary to continue it, the salary || mode of stopping this business of printing books 


for the next half year could be provided forsoon | 
enough next session. So, too, with regard to 
Belgium. 
he subject was debated at great length, Messrs. 
EVANS, CRITTENDEN, and BERRIEN, con- 
tending that the treaty having been satisfactorily 
concluded, all that was necessary was to keep a 
consulat Sardinia, a mission of higher grade being 
wholly useless; and Messrs. ARCHER, MER- 
RICK, and CHOATE, maintaining that the pop- 
ulation of Sardinia being five million, and our 
indirect trade with that country having nowgrown 
up to $1,600,000 yearly, our interests—particu- 
larly in reference to the great object of the treaty, 
our tobacco interest—required the continuance of 


the mission now established, particularly as we 
had requested of Sardinia a reciprocity of minis- 


by Congress for distribution to themselves, but 
by refusing to pay for them. 

Mr. EVANS. I put this question to the Sen- 
ator: have the fourth and fifth volumes of this 
work been printed according to contract, 
received by the Government? 

Mr. TAPPAN did not know, 7 

Mr. EVANS. 1 do know; and I tell him they 
have, and they must be paid for. 

Mr. MERRICK said it was useless to attempt 
any evasion of the contract. A great point had 
been gained in its modification; but the very act 
authorizing this modification, confirmed the ob- 
ligation of the Government as to the work sanc- 
tioned by the ntof State. How didthe 
Senator from Ohio think it was possible for the 
Government te get out of this medified contract / 
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